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Of Corporations.

/ CHAPTER 273.

GENERAL PROVISIONS RESPECTlNG CORPORATIONS.

AN ACT PROVIDING A GENERAL CORPORATION LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repreeeniaiioee of the Slale
of Delasrare in General Assembly met (with the concurrence of
two-thirds of the members elected to each House of the Gen-
eral Assembly.) , 01'6/~_-.j74
SaTION 1. Any nnmber of person!'!, not less than three, may Number "r per-
. bli h . r h . f I f IlOnorequn ed,associate to esta IS a corporation ror t e transaction 0 any aw U

business, or to promote ur conduct any legitimate object or purpose
under the provisions of and suhject to the requirements of this Act
as hereinafter provided; excepting for such purposes as are excluded //
from the operation of a general law by Section 1 of Article 9 ofPu~
the Constitution of this State, upon making and filing a certificate
of incorporation in writing in manner hereinafter mentioned.

SECTION 2. Every corporation created under the provisions of Powers.e:
this Act shall have power: ~ of:

~~-

1. To have succession, by its corporate name, for the time stated Succeseron, 0{f' r-
in its certificate of incorporation, and when no period is limited, it
shall be perpetual.

2. To sue and be sued, complain and defend in any court ofsu1u •

law or equity.

3. To make and use a common seal and alter the same at Seal.

pleasure.

4. To hold, purchase and convey such real and personal estate Property.

as the purposes of the corporation shall require, not exceeding in
value the amount limited in .its charter, and all other real estate
which shall have been bona fide mortgaged to the said corporation by
way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts previously
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contracted or purchased at sales upon judgments or decree which
shall have been obtained for such debts and to mortgage any such
real or personal estate with its franchises; the power to hold resl
and personal estate, except in the case of religious corporations, shall
include the power to take the same by devise or bequest.

5. To appoint such officers and agents as the business of the
corporation shall require, and to allow them suitable compensation.

6. To make by-laws not inconsistent with the Constitution or
laws of the United States or of this State, fixing and altering the
number of its directors for the management of its property, the
regulation and government of its affairs, and for the certification
and transfer of its stock, with penalties for the breach thereof not
exceeding twenty dollars.

7. To wind up and dissolve itself, or to be wound up and dis­
solved in the manner hereinafter mentioned.

SECTION 3. In addition to the powers enumerated in the
second section of this Act, every corporation, its officers, directors
and stockholders, shall possess and exercise all the powers and
privileges contained in this Act, and the powers expressly given in
its charter or in its certificate under which it was incorporated, 80 far
as the same are neceS8liry or convenient to the attainment of the ob­
jects set forth in such charter or certificate of incorporation; and
shall be governed by the provisions and be subject to the restric­
tions and liabilities in this Act contained, so far as the same are ap­
propriate to and not inconsistent with such charter or Act under
which such corporation was formed, and no corporation shall pos­
sess or exercise any other corporate powers, except such incidental

~ powers as shall be necessary to the exercise of the powers so given.

lhnklng power. SECTION 4. No corporation created under the provisions of this
denied.

Act shall, by any implication or construction, be deemed to possess
the power of discounting bills, notes or other evidences of debt of
receiving deposits of money, of buying gold and silver bullion, or
foreign coins, of buying and selling bills of exchange, or of issu­
ing bills, notes or other evidences of debt, upon loan or for circula-
tion as money.

SECTION 5. This Act may be amended or repealed, at the
pleasure of the Legislature, but such amendment or repeal shall
not take away or impair allY remedy against any corporation cre­
ated under this Act, or its officers for any liability which shall have
been previously incurred: this Act and all amendments thereof
shall be a part of the charter of every such corporation except so far

)J
Amendment or
1 epeal of act.

~Addutcnal
powers,
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as the same are inapplicable and inappropriate to the objects of
such corporation.

SECTION 6. Any oorporation created under this Act may con- When: buslnesa

duct business in this State, other States, the District of Columbia, d:l.~~ con­

the territories and colonies of tile United States and in foreign
countries, and have one or more offices out of this State, and may Offices.

hold, purchase, mortgage and convey real and personal property out Property.

of this State; provided, such powers are included withiu the objects
set forth in its certificate of iucorporation.

SECTION 7. The certificate of incorporation shall set forth: Certlfieatc.

1. The name of the corporatiou, which shall be such as to Name.

distinguish it from any other corporation engaged in the same busi-
ness, or promoting or carrying on the same objects or purposes in
this State.

2. The name of the city or town, county or place within the Principal olIiec.

county in which its principal office or place of business is to be
located in this State.

3. The nature of the business or objects or purposes proposed BUlin_.

to be transacted, promoted or carried on.

4. The amouut of the total authorized capital stock of the Capital stock.

corporation, which shall not be less than two thousand dollars, the
number of shares in which the same iH divided and the par· value
of each share; the amount of capital stock with which it will com-
mence business, which shall not be less than one thousand dollars;
and if there be more than one class of stock created by the certifi-
cate of incorporation, a description of the different classes, with
the terms on which the respective classes of stock are created.
Provided, however, that the provisions of this paragraph shall not
apply to religious or literary corporations, unless it is desired to
have a capital stock; in case any relifious or literary corporation
desires to have no capital stock it shal be so stated, and the condi-
tions of membership shall be also stated.

5. The names and places of residence of each of the original :~;:.=.or
subscribers to the capital stock, or if there be no stock, of the origi- .
nal corporators.

6. Whether or not the corporation is to have perpetual exist- Exlstance.

ence; if not, the time when its existence is to commence and the
time when its existence is to cease.

7. By what officers or persons the affairs of the corporation Gonrnmenl.
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are to be conducted and the time and place at which they are to be
elected.

8. The value of real and personal estate of which the corpora­
tion may become seized and possessed.

9. The highest amount of indebtedness or liability, which the
corporation may at any time incur.

10. Whether the private property of the stockholders, not
subject by the provisions of the law under which it is organized,
shall be subject to the payment of corporate debts, and if 80. to
what extent.

Otherprovilioni. SECTION 8. The certificate of incorporation may also contain
any provisions which the incorporators may choose to insert for
the regulation of the business and for the conduct of the affairs of
the corporation, and any provisions creating, defining, limiting
and regulating the powers of the corporation, the directors and the
stockholders, or any classes of the stockholders; provided, such
provisions are not contrary to the laws of this State.

SECTION 9. The certificate shall be signed and sealed by the
original corporators, or a majority of them, and shall be acknowl­
edged before an)" officer authorized by the laws of this State to take
acknowledgements of deeds, to be the act and deed of the signers,
respectively, and that the facts therein stated are truly set forth;
said certificate shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State,
who shall furnish a certified copy of the same under hill hand and

~';:';:din&of seal of office, and said certified copy shall he recorded in the office
of' the Recorder of Deeds of the county where the principal office
of said corporation is to be located in this State in a book to be

Certtficate, evi- kept for that purpose; said certificate or a copy thereof dulv certi-
deuce.

fied by the Secretary of State, accompanied with the certificate of
the Recorder of the county wherein the same is recorded under his
hand and the seal of his office stating that it has been recorded,
the record of the same in the office of the Recorder aforesaid, or a
copy of said record duly certified by the Recorder aforesaid shall
he evidence in all courts of law and equity in this State.

Amcndmt:nts.

~EGTION 10. Amendments and alterations of the original
Supplemeatal certificate may be made by a supplemental certificate, made,
certificate, signed, acknowledged, filed and recorded in the same manner in

every respect as is provided in reference to the original certificate.

Temporary man- SECTION 11. Until the directors are elected, the signers of the
a gement by cor- if f . . h II hid' . f th Jr....
porarcrs, certi cate 0 mcorporation, s a ave t ie irection 0 e 8Ul&1l"8

and of the organization of the corporation and may take such steps

~
Exeeettcn of
certificate.
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as are proper to obtain the necessary subscriptions to stock and to
perfect the organization of the corporation. ~

SECTION 12. Upon making the certificate of incorporation and Beglnnini a~

causing the same to be filed and a certified copy thereof recorded as ~~~~arate eXISt­
aforesaid, and paying the license tax therefor to the Secretary of
State, the persons so associating, their successors and assigns, shall
from the date of such filing, be and constitute a body corporate, by
the name set forth in said certificate, subject to dissolution as in this
Act elsewhere provided.

SECTION 13. The capital stock shall be paid in such amounts Payment 01 call­

and at such times as the directors may require; and when any cor- tal stock

poration is authorized to commence business, it may, if its whole
capital stock has not been subscribed, open hooks for additional sub-
scriptions to its capital stock ; and when auy stockholder fails to __
pay any installment on his stock when requested by the directors, taJ1ure to pay.

they may sell sufficient of the stock of such delinq uent at public sale to Sale of srock,

pay the amount due, with cost and interest, having first given him
twenty days notice in writing, if he resides in the county, or, if not,
by letter mailed to his last known address, of the time and place,
when and where, the stock will be sold, or they may collect it by
action at law; if no bidder can be had to pay the amount due on the
stock and it cannot be collected then said stock may be forfeited to
the corporation and the amount previously paid in, by the delin-
quent on the stock shall be forfeited to the corporation by order oft'arreilure 01

the board of directors, and such stock sold by it, within one year "tack.
from the time of such forfeiture; if the stock is sold, and there re-
mains a surplus after the payment of the amount due, with interest
and costs, such surplus shall be paid to the original owner of the
stock, his executors, administrators or assigns. i-

SECTION 14. When the whole capital stock of a corporation A"seosmJ of
shall not have been paid in, and the assets shall be in sufficient to ~~~:~d~~;;':.~

satisfy the claims of its creditors, each stockholder shall be bound
to pay on each share held by him the sum necessary to complete the
amount of the par value of such share as fixed by the charter of the
company, or its certificate of incorporation, or such proportion of
that sum as shall be required to satisfy the debts of the company,
which said sum or proportion thereof may be recovered as provided
for in Section 44 of this Act.

SECTION 15. No corporation shall take as security for any Cor ration not
debts a lien upon any part of its capital stock, or be the holder or \0 I~d~e lien On or• 1I110 .10 Slocks,r:rchaser of any part thereof, unless such hen or purchase sha E .

. xcepuon.
necessary to prevent loss upon a debt previously contracted.
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SECTION 18. No corporation created under the provisions of
this Act, nor the directors thereof, shall make dividends except
from the surplus or net profits arising from its business, nor di­
vide, withdraw, or in any way pay to the stockholders, or any of
them, any part of its capital stock, or reduce its capital stock, ex­
cept according to this Act, and in case of any violation of the pro-

E.xccpr from.
surplUS OJ'net
prof1'•.

Stock. personal SECTJON 16. The shares of stock shall be deemed personal
property. • property and transferable on the books of the company in the man-
Tran.r.... Iner provided by the by- aws, and subscriptions therefor shall be

made payable to the corporation, and shall be payable in such
Payment or.

installments, and at such time or times as shall be determined by
the directors or managerl', and an action at law may be maintained
in the name of the corporation to recover any portion of an install­
ment which shall remain due and unpaid for the period of twenty

Collection or. days after the application of the money which may arise from the
proceeds of the sale of the delinqnent shares of stock as herein pro­
vided; and whenever transfer of shares shall be made for col­

fe"~:.ateraJ Iran.· lateral security, aud not absolutely, the same shall be so expressed
in the entry of the said transfer.

~Votlnl' SECTION 17. After the first election of directors no stock shall
he voted on at any election which shall have been transferred on
the books of the company within twenty days next preceding such
election, and it shall be the duty of the officer who shall have charge
of the transfer books to prepare and make, at least ten days before
every election, a complete list of stockholders entitled to vote,

AlpbabetlcalUtl . ed' I h be' IdS h I' h II be Iof ..odr.holden. arrang map a tiea or er. uc 1st s a open at t ie
principal office or place of business for said ten days, to the exami­
nation of any stockholder aud shall be produced and kept at the
time and place of election during the whole time thereof, and sub­
ject to the inspection of any stockholder who may be present. Upon
the neglect or refusal of the said directors to produce such list at
any election they shall be ineligible to any office at such election.

~:I~::c":h~~d:~.~The stock ledger, or if there be none, then the transfer books of
the company shall be the only evidence as to who are the stock­
holders entitled to examine such list or the books of the company or

Orllinalordup- to vote, in. person or by proxy, at any election. The original or
:~~~~::t:=:d duplicate books of any corporation organized under this Act, in
evidence. which the transfers of stock shall be registered, and the original

or duplicate books containing the names and addresses of the stock­
holders, and the number of shares held by them, respectively, shall,
at all times, during the usual hours for business, be open to the ex­
amination of every stockholder at its principal office or place of
business in this State, and said original or duplicate books shall be
evidence in all courts of this State.

~ No dividendi.
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visions of this section, the directors under whose administration
the same may happen shall be jointly and severally liable in an
action on the case at any time within six years after paying such Li sm 1

dividend to the corporation and to its creditors or any of them in ~~~~
the event of its dissolution or insolvency, to the full amount of the
dividend made or capital stock so divided, withdrawn, paid out,
or reduced, with interest on the same from the time such liability
accrued; prooided, that any director who may have been absent
when the same was done, or who may have dissented from the act
or resolution by which the 'same was done, may exonerate himself Exooeratloa 01

from such liability by causing his dissent to be entered at large on Directors.

the books containing the minutes of the proceedings of the di-
rectors, at. the time the same was done, or forthwith after he shall
have notice of the same, and by causing a true copy of said dissent
to be published, within' two weeks after the same shall have been
80 entered, in a newspaper published in the county where the cor-
poration has its principal office. ~

SECTION 19. If the directors, or officers of any corporation False OIatement

organized under the provisions of this Act, shall knowingly causeor report.

to be published or given out any written statement or report of the
condition or business of the corporation that is false in al!! material
respect, the officers and directors causing such report o"tatement
to be published or given out, or assenting thereto, slfall be jointly
and severally, individually liable for any loss or damage resulting Uabilltylor.

therefrom. • •

SECTION 20. The business of every corporation ~rK8nized D1rectors.Lt-­

onder the provisions of this Act <shall be managed by a board of :'~~ent 01

not 1e>'8 than three directors, except as 'hereinafter provjded, each of T

whom shall own in his own right not less than three,shares of eapi- m::J:.::OCk­
tal stock; they shall hold office until their successors are respect- renD of ol&ce,

ively elected and qualified and a majority of them shall constitute
a q.orum for the transaction of business and at least one of whom Quorum.

shall be a resident of this State. ~Il elections for directors shall be Elections of.

by ballot, and shall be held in this State unless the by-laws other-
wise provide; and in the first instance the directors shall be elected
at a meeting held before the corporation is authorized to commence
business, and thereafter at an annual meeting of the stockholders
to be held on the day and at the place named in the by-laws, and
which shall not be changed within sixty days next before the day'
on which the election is to be held, and notice of any chan~ shall
be/iven to each stockholder twenty days before the election lil held;
an if, for any cause, an election is not held on the day named in
the by-laws a special meeting for that purpose shall be called within
thirty daYI5 thereafter, of which due notice shall begiven by the

t'"
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Secretary to each stockholder, in person or by letter mailed to his
last known address.

A stockholder shall be entitled to one vote for each share of
stock he may hold and may vote at any meeting by proxy, in
writing, signed by him and attested by him in such manner a.s the
by-laws mllY prescribe; and a vacancy in the Board of Directors
shall be filled by the Board, and the directors so appointed shall
hold office until the next annual election and until their successors
shall be duly elected and qualified.

O-ofdl..... The directors of any corporation organized as aforesaid may,
ton. expiration by a vote of the stockholders, be divided into one, two or threeof tar .....

classes, the term of office of those of the first class to expire at the
annual meeting next ensuing, of the second class one year there­
after, of the third olasa three years thereafter; and at each annual
election held after such classification directors shall be chosen for a
full term, as the case may be, to succeed those whose terms expire.

SECTION 21. Every corporation organized under this Act, shall
have a president, secretary and treasurer, who shall be chosen either
by the directors or stockholders, as the by-laws may direct, and shall
hold their office until their successors are chosen and qualified; the
president shall be chosen from among the directors; the secretary
shall be sworn to the faithful dischage of his duty, and shall record
all the proceedings of the meeting of the corporation and directors
in a book to be kept for that purpose, and perform such otherduties
as shall be assigned to him; the treasurer may be required to give
bond in such sum, and with such surety or sureties as shall be pro­
vided by the by-laws, for the faithful discharge of his duty.

The secretary and treasurer mllY or may not be the same per-

Votenu m_·
I...
Proxy.

son.

Other ollie.....

Failure to elect,
nor: to dlsscl ve,

Vacancies. how
filled.

SECTION 22. The corporation may have such other officers,
agents and factors as may be deemed necessary, who shall be chosen
in such manner and hold their offices for such terms as may be pre­
scribed by the by-laws, or determined by the Board of Directors,
and may secure the fidelity of any or all of such officers by bond or
otherwise; and may also provide by the by-laws for the qualifica­
tion of any or all of such officers before any person authorized by
law to administer an oath.

A failure to elect annually a president, secretary, treasurer or
other officer shall not dissolve a corporation.

Any vacancy occurring among the directors or in the office of
president, secretary or treasurer, by death, resignation, removal or
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otherwise, shall be filled in the manner provided for in the by-laws;
in the absence of such provision, such vacancy shall be filled by the
Board of Directors.

SEm'ION 23. Persons holding stock in a fiduciary capacity shall VotiDlLltock
be entitled to vote the shares so held, and persons whose stock is~~:l~~~~~
pledged, shall be entitled to vote, unless in the transfer by the
pledgor on the books of the corporation he shall have expressly em-
powered the pledgee to vote thereon, in which case only the pledgee
or his proxy may represent said stock and vote thereon. ~

SECTION 24. Shares of stock of the corporation belonging to the St~Ck o~i;,;

corporation shall not be voted upon directly or indirectly. ~tl:::"t to°bo
"Met!. V

SECTION 25. The finrt meeting of every corporation shall be Ylnt meetl"ll. -
called by a notice, signed by a majority of the incorporators named
in the eertifleate of inoorporation, designating the time, place
and purpose of the meeting j and such notice shall, at least two Notice..

weeks before the time of any such meeting, be published three
times in some newspaper of the county where the corporation may
be es~blished, or have its principal place o~ b~iness j or. sai~ first
meetmg may be called WIthout such publication of notice If two Wainr ofllOtice
days' notice be personally served on all the parties named in the
certificate of incorporation, or if all the parties named in the certifi-
cate shall, in writing, waive notice and fix a time and place of meet-
ing, then no notice or publication whatever shall be required of such
f rst meeting.

SECTION 26. The power to make and alter by-laws shall be ~.lai' ~ak.

in the stockholders, but any corporation may, in the certificate ofa:c:a tera 00,

incorporation, confer that power upon the directors j by-laws made
by the directors under power so conferred may be altered or repealed
by the directors or stockholders. . i-

SECTION 27. Every corporation organized under the provisionslocreascof
of this Act, may, at any meeting called for that purpose, notice ofcapitalltocJr.
which shall be given, as required for the first meeting, increase its
capital stock and the number of shares therein until it shall reach
the amount named in the original certificate, and every stockholder
shall have a certificate under the seal of the corporation, signed by
the president and treasurer, certifying the number of shares owned
by him in such corporation.

SECTION 28. Whenever more capital stock is deemed neces­
sary for the transaction of the business of any corporation, created
under the provisions of this Act, or existing under the laws ofAdditional cer­

this State, an additional certificate may be filed, under the hands~~ of In-
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and seals of two-thirds in interest of the stockholders, or their legal
representatives, stating the amount of such additional capital re­
quired, which shall be acknowledged, filed and recorded in the
manner heretofore provided for in this Act, with respect to the origi­
nal certificate; and the said corporation shall pay to the Secretary
of State the license tax required by law upon such increase of
capital; provided, that for all stock, issued under any supplemen­
tal certificate, such corporation, its directors and stockholders
shall be entitled to the benefits and subject to all the liabilities
contained in this Act as to such corporation.

SECTION 29. The directors of every corporation organized
under this Act, may, from time to time, assese upon each share of
stock not fully paid up such sum of money as two-thirds of the
stockholders in interest shall direct, not exceeding in the whole the
balance remaining unpaid on said stock up to the par value thereof;
and such sums 80 assessed shall be paid to the Treasurer at such
times and by such installments as the directors shall direct, the
said directors having given thirty days notice of the time and place
of such payments in a newspaper of the county where such cor­
poration is established or has its principal place of business, or by
written notice mailed to each stockholder at his last known poet­
office address.

SECTION 30. If the owner of any shares shall neglect to pay
any sum assessed, for thirty days after the time appointed for the
payment thereot, the Treasurer of the corporation, when ordered
by the board of directors, shall sell at public auction such number
of the shares of such delinquent owner as will pay all assessments
then due from him, with interest aud all incidental expenses, and
shall transfer the shares so sold to the purchaser, who shall be en­
titled to a certificate therefor. Notice of the time and place of
such sale and of the sum due on each share shall be given byadver­
tisement for three weeks successively, once in each week before the
sale, iu a newspaper of the county where such corporation is estab­
lished; and notice shall be mailed by the Treasurer of the corpora­
tion to such delinquent stockholder, if his postoffice address is
known twenty days before such sale.

SECTION 31. The president and directors with the secretary
and treasurer of every corporation organized under this Act, upon
payment of each installment of capital stock, and upon payment of
each installment of every increase thereof, shall make a certificate,
stating the amount of the installments so paid, and whether paid in
cash or by the purchase of property, stating also the total amount
sf capital stock, if any previously paid and reported, which certifi-
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cate shall be signed and sworn or affirmed to by the president, Authentication.
and secretary or treasurer, and they shall, within thirty days after
the making of such payment or payments, cause the certificate to be
filed in the office of the Secretary of State. J?

SECTION 32. Ifany of said officers shall neglect or refuse to Fallu'k0lofficers
.perform the duties required of them in the preceding section for ~~fic:.:":lle
thirty days after written request so to do by a creditor or stockholder~:,:.eDtol
of the corporation, they shall be jointly and severally liable for all
its debts contracted after the making of such payments as provided Penalty.
for in the preceding section and before the filing of such certificate. , /

SECTION 33. Any corporation organized under this Act, may re- Deer flt~
dnceits capital stock at any time by a vote of, or by the written case°
consent of stockholders representing two-thirds of its capital stock,
and after notice of the proposed decrease has been mailed to the ad- Notice.
dress of each stockholder at least twenty days before the meeting is
held for that purpose; and a statement of the reduction shall beStatement.
signed and acknowledged by the president and a majority of the
directors, and filed and a certified copy thereof recorded in the same
manner as certificates of incorporation are required to be. No such
reduction, however, s~all be made in the stock of any corporation Secunng debts.
until all its debts which are not otherwise fully secured shall have
been paid and discharged. 11--.

SECTION 34. If it should be deemed advisable, in the judg- Diuolution.
ment of the board of directors, and most for the benefit of any cor­
poration organized under this act, that it should be dissolved, the
board, within ten days after the adoption of a resolution to that Prooccdinp.
effect by a majority of the whole board at any meetiug called for
that purpose, of which meeting every director shall have received
at least three davs' notice, shall cause notice of the adoption of such Notice.
resolution to be mailed to each stockholder residing in the United
States, beginning within said ten days cause a like notice to be in-
Belted in a newspaper pnblished in the county wherein the corpora-
tion shall have its principal office, at least four weeks successively,
once a week, next preoeeding the time appointed for the same, of a
meeting of the stockholders to be held at the office of the corpora- Meed:" of
tion, to take action upon the resolution 80 adopted by the board ofstoctlloden.
directors, which meeting shall be held between the hours of ten
o'clock in the forenoon and three o'clock in the afternoon of the
day 80 named, and which meeting may on the day 80 appointed, by
consent of a majority in interest of the stockholders present, be ad-
journed from time to time, for not less than eight days at anyone
time, of which adjourned meeting notice by advertisement in said
newspaper shall be given; and if at any such meeting two-thirds
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CoaMDlohlOCk. in interest of all the stockholders shall consent that a dissolution
holden. shall take place and signify their consent in writing, such consent,

together with a list of the names and residences of the directors and
officers, certified by the president and secretary or treasurer, shall be
filed in the office of the Secretary of State, who, upon being satis­
fied by due proof that the requirements aforesaid have been com-

Certificate 01 plied with, shall issue a certificate that such consent has been filed,
dIaoIutloo. and the board of directors shall cause such certificate to be pub­

lished four weeks successively, at least once a week, in a newspaper
published in said county; and upon the tiling in the office of the
Secretary of State of an affidavit of the manager or publisher of
the said newspaper that said certificate hall been published four
weeks successively, and at least once a week in said newspaper, the
corporation shall be dissolved; and the president and directors, or
the managers of the affairs of the said corporation, at the time of ita
dissolution, oy whatever name they may be known in law, shall be

T r trustees of such corporation, with full power to settle the affairs,
11l:::~e:iO::'CIl' collect the outstanding debts, and divide the moneys and other

property among the stockholders, after paying the debts due and
owing by such corporation, at the time of its dissolution, as fur as
such moneys and property shall enable them.

Whenever all the stockholders shall consent in writing to a
WalyerofnClllced' I . . . h f h II be bor lIleetinl. ltc. ISSO ution, no meetmg or notice t ereo s a necessary ut on

filing said consent in the office of the Secretary of State, he shall
forthwith issue a certificate of dissolution, which shall be published
as above provided.

SECTION 35. The perdOns constituted trustees as aforesaid
Dulleo of trus- shall have authority to sue for and recover the aforesaid debts andtees.

property by the name of the trustees of such corporation, describing
it by its corporate name, and shall be sueable by the same name for
the debts owing by such corporation at the time of its dissolutiou,
and shall bejointly and severally responsible for such debts to the
amount of the moneys and property of such corporation at the time

~ of its dissolution, which shall come to their hands or possession.

Continuance oE: SECTION 36. All such corporations, whether they expire by
:~i:eci~~~ their own limitation, or are otherwise dissolved, shall nevertheless
buoln~ofcor- be continued for the term of three years from such expiration or
pont 00. dissolution bodies corporate for the purpose of prosecuting and de-

fending suits by or against them, and of enabling them gradually
to settle and close their business, to dispose of and convey their
property, and to divide their capital stock, but not for the purpose
of continuing the business for which said corporation shall have
been established.
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SEm'tON 37. When any corporation organized under this ActChaacellOrloaf
shall be dissolved in any manner whatever, the Chancellor, on ap- :'~'::..=~=­
plication of any creditor or stockholder of such corporation, at any app~b~:in of
time, may either continue such directors trustees as aforesaid, or ap- sloe 0 en.

point one or more persons to be receivers of and for such corpora-
tion, to take charge of the estate and effects thereof, and to collect
the debts and property due and belonging to the company, with
power to prosecute and defend, in the name of the corporation, or
otherwise, all such suits as may be necessary or proper for the pur- Dull...

poses aforesaid, and to appoint an agent or agents under them, and
to do all other acts which might be done by such corporation if in
being that may be necessary for the final settlement of the unfin-
ished business of the corporation; and the powers of such trustees
or receivers may be continued as long as the Chancellor shall think
necessary for the purpose aforesaid.

SEaI'ION 38. The Chancellor shall have jurisdiction of said~~IOD of
application and of all questions arising in the proceedings thereon, or
and may make such orders and decrees and issue injunctions therein
as justice and equity shall require. ~

SEm'ION 39. The said trustees or receivers, after payment of all AppUeatloD of
allowances, expenses and costs, and the satisfaction of all special and _.
general liens u~n the funds of the corporation to the extent of
their lawful pnority, shall pay the other debts due from the cor-
poration, if the funds in their hands shall be sufficient therefor,
and if not, they shall distribute the same ratably among all the
creditors who shall prove their debts in the manner that shall be
directed by an order or decree of the court for that purpose; and if
there shall be any balance remaining after the payment of such
debts and necessary expenses, they shall distribute and pay the DistributloD of
same to and among those who shall be justly entitled thereto, as ba1aDce, after
having been stockholders of the corporation, or their legal repre- :lc':;&~Of

~ta~~ ~

SECTION 40. Before the payment of any part of the capitalSurrenderofc:or­
and before beginning business for which the corporation wasr::I:"~D':~
created, the incorporators named in any certificate of incorporation bulIDCII.
may surrender all their corporate rights and franchises, by filing in
the office of the Secretary of State a certificate, verified by the oath
or affirmation of a majority of the incorporators named in any cer-
tifieate of incorporation that no part of the capital has been paid
and such business has not been begun, and surrender all rights
and franchises, and thereupon the said corporation shall be dis-
solved.
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~ActtOD._IO SECTION 41. If any corporation 0Tftized under this Act be-
abate lu cue or di I ed b h .. . h therwidiuolulion. comes 1880 v y t e expiration 0 Its carter or 0 erwise,

before final judKment obtained in any action pending or com­
menced in any Court of Record of this State, against any such cor­
poration, the said action shall not abate by reason thereof, but the
dissolution of said corporation being suggested upon the record,
and the names of the trustees or receivers of said corporation
being entered upon the Record, and notice thereof served upon

~n:ae::o°be""" said trustees or receivers, or if such service be impracticable upon
partie.. the counsel of Record in such ease, the said action shall proceed to

final judgment against the said trustees or receivers by the name of
~ the corporation.

"illDcordecree SECTION 42. Whenever any corporation is dissolved or its
~~~Ionor charter forfeited by decree or judgment of the Court of Chancery,

the said decree or judgment shall be forthwith filed by the Register
in Chancery of the county in which such decree or judgment shall
be entered, in the office of Secretary of State, and a note thereof
shall be made by the Secretary of State on the charter or certificate
of incorporation, and on the index thereof, and be published by
him in the next volume of Laws, which he shall cause to be pub-
lished.

SerYice or pro­
C88.

By copy.

SECTION 43. Service of legal process upon any corporation
created under this Act shall be made by delivering a copy thereof
personally to the president of such corporation, or by leaving the
same at his dwelling house or usual place of abode. If' the presi­
dent resides out of the State service thereof may be made by deliv­
ering a copy thereof to the secretary or one of the directors of said
corporation, or by leaving the same at the dwelling house or usual
place of abode of such secretary or director, or at the principal
office or place of business of the corporation in this State. Service
by copy left at the dwelling house or usual place of abode, or at
the said principal office or place of business in this State, to be
effective must be delivered thereat at least six days before the
return of the process, and in the presence of an adult person; and
the officer serving the process shall distinctly state the manner of
service in his return thereto; provided, that process returnable
forthwith must be served personally.

, SECTION 44. When the officers, directors or stockholders of
any corporation organized under this Act shall be liable by the
provisions of this Act to pay the debts of the corporation, or any
part thereof, any person to whom they are liable may have an
action on the case against anyone or more of them, and the decla­
ration shall state the claim against the corporation, and the ground
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on which the plaintiff expects to charge the defendants personally;
or the person to whom they are liable may have his remedy by bill
in chancery. ~

SECTION 45. When any officer, director or stockholder shall Actions of ofli·

pay any debt of a corporation for which he is made liable by the ~::'~~fu~ COT­

provisions of this Act, he may recover the amount so paid in an debts. &c.• paid.

action against the corporation for money paid for its use, and in
which action only the property of the corporation shall be liable to
be taken, and not the property of any stockholder.

SECTION 46. No sale or other satisfaction shall be had of the ]ud&.ent

property of any director or stockholder for any debt of a corpora- ::-~":;::~::;..
tion organized as aforesaid, of which he is such director or stock-:t:~~;;'~i.:.~­
holder until judgment be obtained therefor against such corpora- %propefttof

tion and execution thereon returned unsatisfied, but any suit rectors, c.

brought against any director or stockholder for such debts shall be
stayed, after execution levied, or other proceedings to acquire lien,
until such return shall have been made.

SECTION 47. Receivers or trustees shall, as soon as convenient, Inventory to be

file in the office of the Register in Chancery of the county in which ~~d\'Zs~e1Yen
the corporation's principle place of business is, a full and complete
inventory of all the estate, property and effects of the corporation,
its nature and probable value, and an account of all debts due from
and to it, as nearly as the same can be ascertained, and make a re-
port to the Court of their proceedings, whenever and as often as
the Court shall direct.

SECTION 4& All creditors shall make proof under oath of their Proof of claims.

respective claims against the corporation, and cause the same to be
filed in the office of the Register in Chancery of the county in
which the corporation's principal place of business is, within six
months from the date of the appointment of a receiver or trustee
for such corporation, or sooner if the Court shall order and direct,
and all creditors and claimants failing to do so, within the time
limited by this Act, or the time prescribed by the order of the
Court may, by direction of the Court be barred from participating
in the distribution of the assets of the corporation; the Court may
.also prescribe what notice, by publication or otherwise, shall be
given to the creditors of the time fixed for the filing and making . / ,.
proof of said claim. It/'

• S~ION 49. It shall.be ~he duty of ,the Register in Chancery, :~::.JD"1 of

immediately upon the expiration of the time fixed for the filing of
-claims, in compliance with the provisions of the preceding section
.of this Act, to notify the receiver or trustee of the filing of said

r:
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claims, and it shall be the duty of said receiver or trustee within
thirty days after receiving said notice, to inspect said claims, and if"
said trustee or any creditor shall not be satisfied with the validity
or correctness of the same, or any of them, said receiver or trustee
shall forthwith notify the creditors whose claims are disputed, of
his decision ; the said receiver or trustee shall require all creditors
whose claims are disputed to submit themselves to such examina­
tion in relation to their claims as the receiver or trustee shall direct;
and such creditors shall produce such books and papers relating to
their claims as shall be required; and the receiver or trustee shan
have 'power to examine, under oath or affirmation, all witnesses
produced before him touching the claims, and shall pass upon and
allow or disallow the claims, or any part thereof, and notify the
claimants of his determination.

Provided, however, that every creditor or claimant, when he
AfIpealtoChan. shall have received notiee from said receiver or trustee that he is
ce or. not satisfied with the said claim as filed in the office of the Register

in Chancery, shall have the right, within ten days thereafter, to de­
mand that the Mid receiver or trustee shall certify the said claim to'
the Court of Chancery, which Court shall have jurisdiction to pass
upon the said claim as presented, and to determine the rights of the
claimant, and to make such order or decree touching the same M

shall be equitable and just; and provided, further, that when any
creditor or claimant shall submit himself to such examination in
relation to his claim, as the receiver or trustee shall direct, and the
receiver or trustee shall pass upon and allow or disallow such claim,
the creditor or claimant so submitting himself, or any other creditor
or claimant, shall have the right of ap~l to the Court of Chan­
cery, which Court shall hear and determme the rights of the claim­
ant, and shall make such order or decree touching the same as shan
be equitable and just.

~ SECTION 50. A receiver shall, upon application by him in the
SubstitutloD 01 C . hi h ., di be L_' .._..I I' ·tr
receiver .. party ourt 10 W IC any SUIt IS pen 109, substituted as party p alDtiu
plalDtift"IDIUits. or complainant in the place and stead of the corporation in any

suit or proceeding at law or in equity which was 80 pending at the
time of his appointment; and no action against a receiver of a cor­
poration shall abate by reason of his death, but, upon suggestion
of the facts on the record, shall be continued against his successor
or against the corporation in case no new receiver is appointed.

~ '. ~EcrION?l. Whenever th.e property of an ~nsolvent oorpora-
~l~~rd:;::~:':~ tion IS at the nrne of the appointment of a receiver or trustee en­
ollnaofYeDt cor- cumbered with liens of any character, and the validity, extent or
paratloD. legality of any such lien is disputed or brought in question, and the
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property of the corporation IS of a character which will deteriorate
in value pending the litigation respecting such lien, the Court of
Chancery may order the receiver or trustee to sell the property of
the corporation, clear of all encumbrances, at public or private sale,
for the best price that can be obtained therefor, and pay the net
proceeds arising from the sale thereof after deducting the costs of
such sale into the Court, there to remain subject to the order of the I /

said Court, and to be disposed of as the Court shall direct. It/"
SECTION 52. Whenever any corporation, formed under the ;t:;::,;.em.

provisions of this Act, shall become insolvent, the employees doing
labor or service of whatever character in the regular employ of
such corporation, shall have a lien upon the assets thereof for the
amount of the wages due to them, not exceeding two months'
wages respectively, which shall be paid prior to any other debt or
debts of said corporation; but the word" employee" shall not be
construed to include any of the officers of such corporation.

SECTION ;)3. The Court of Chancery, shall, before making c~pensat~OI1 10

distribution of the assets of an insolvent corporation, among the ~=IYeror rua­

creditors or stockholders thereof, allow a reasonable compensation
to the receiver or trustee for his services, and the costs and expenses
incurred in and about the execution of his trust, and the costs of
the proceedings in said Court, to be first paid out of the assets. ?

SECTION 54. Any two or more corporations organized under COl1lOlidaliol1 or

h . . f hi A .. d h I f hi S me'lerofcorpo-t e provtsions 0 t IS ct, or existing un er t e aws 0 t IS tate, raliOllS."_

for the purpose of carrying on any kind of business of the same or menl.

similar nature, may consolidate into a single corporation which may
be either one of said consolidating corporations, or a new corpora-
tion to be formed by means of such consolidation; the directors or
a majority of them, of such corporations, as desire to consolidate,
may enter into an agreement signed by them, and under the corpo-
rate seals of the respective corporations, prescribing the terms and
conditions of consolidation, the mode of carrying the same into ef-
fect, and stating such other facts as are necessary to be set out in
Articles of Incorporation, as provided in this Act, as well as the
manner of converting the shares of each of the old corporations
into the new, with such other details and provisions as are deemed
necessary.

Written notice of the time and place of a meeting to consider Notice 10 Itock­

the purpose of entering into such an agreement, shall be mailed to holden

the last known post office address of each stockholder of each cor-
poration, at least twenty days prior to the time of such meeting,
and such notice shall be published at least two weeks in some news-
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paper printed and circulated in the county of the principal place of
CoDSelltohtocll:- business of each corporation, and the written CODsent of the
:1t=1~~.COD- owners of at least two-thirds of the capital stock of each corpora­

tion shall be necessary to the validity and adoption of such an agree­
ment; that fact shall be certified thereon by the secretary of each
of the respective corporations, under the seal thereof, and the
agreement, so adopted and so certified and acknowledged as herein

r;~atc~rd- provided for original certificates of incorporation, anel filed and a
certified copy thereof recorded in the same manner as certificates of
incorporation are required to be; said certificate, or a copy thereof
duly certified by the Secretary of State, shall be evidence in all
courts of law and equity in this State.

Ceulqofold SECTION 55. When the agreement is signed, acknowledged,
corporatlOll&. filed and recorded, as in the preceding section is required, the sepa.­
8e&laaloK of rate existence of the constituent corporations shall cease, and the
De.. consolidated corporations shall become a single corporation in

accordance with the said agreement, possessing all the ril$hts,
privileges, powers and franchises, as well of a public as of a private
nature, and being subject to all the restrictions, disabilities and
duties of each of such corporations so consolidated, and all and

Rtalota• pcwera, singular, the rights, privileges, powers and franchises of each of
&:c. said corporations, and all property, real, personal and mixed, and

all debts due on whatever account, as well for stock subscriptions
aa all other things in action or belonging to each of such corpora­
tions shall be vested in the consolidated corporation; and all
property, rights, privileges, powers and franchises, and all and
every other interest shall be thereafter as effectually the property
of the consolidated corporation as they were of the several and re­
spective former corporations, and the title to any real estate,
whether by deed or otherwise, under the laws of this State, vested
in either of such corporations; shall not revert or be in any way

:;.r;:;:'~i~f impaired by reason of this Act; prol1ided, that all rights of
to... creditors and all liens upon the property of either of said former

corporations shall be preserved unimpaired, and all debts, liabili­
ties and duties of the respective former corporations shall thence­
forth attach to said consolidated corporation, and may be enforced
against it to the same extent as if said debts, liabilities and duties
had been incurred or contracted hy it.

SECTION 56. If any stockholder in either corporation consoli­
dating as aforesaid, who objected thereto in writing, shall within
twenty days after the ~reement of consolidation has been filed anti
recorded, as aforesaid, demand in writing from the consolidated cor-
poration payment of his stock, such consolidated corporation sball,
within three months thereafter, pay to him the value of the stock
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at -the date of consolidation; in case of disagreement as to the OII&1 .........t ..

value thereof, it shall beascertained by three disinterested persons, to nlae ohtoek.

one of whom shall be chosen by the stockholder, one by the direc-
tors of the consolidated corporation and the other by the two selected
as aforesaid; and in case the said award is not paid within sixty
days from the making thereof, and notice thereof given to said
stockholder and said consolidated corporation, the amount of the
award shall be evidence of the amount due 1Iy said corporation,
and may be collected as other debts are by law collectible; on re-
ceiving payment of the award, said stockholder shall transfer his Tk"fero(

stock to the said consolidated corporation, to bedisposed of by the stoc •

directors thereof, or to be retained for the benefit of the remaining
stockholders.

SECTION 57. Any action or proceeding pending by or against P,eoeryatloaol

either of the corporations consolidated may be prosecuted to judg-=d~~~~
ment, as if such consolidation had not taken place, or the new cor-
poration may be substituted in its place.

SECTION 58, The liability of corporations created under this ~iabiUty,~.

Act, or existing under the laws of this State, or the stockholders or 0 corporal ou,.

offieers thereof, or the right or remedies of the creditors thereof, or
of persons doing or transacting business with such corporation, shall
not in any way be lessened or impaired by the sale thereof, or by Not aJrected b

the increase or decrease in the capital stock of any such corpora- we. 1Da-e:.
. b h I'd' f . b dcenouc of capt-bon, or y t e conso 1 ation 0 two or more oorporationa or y any tal. ltc.

change or amendmeut in the Articles of incorporation.

SEm'ION 59. When two or more corporations are consolidated, Bondi of con­

the consolidated corporation shall have power and authority to issue ~~\:~ed cerpo­

bonds or other obligations, negotiable or otherwise, and with or
without coupons or interest certificates thereto attached, to an
amount sufficient with its capital stock to provide for all the pay-
ments it will be required to make, or obligatious it will be required
to assume, in order to effect such consolidation ; to secure the pay-
ment of which bonds and obligations it shall be lawful to mortgage
its corporate franchise, rights, privileges and property, real, per-
sonal and mixed; and may issue capital stock, to such an amount Stoek ot.

88 may be necessary, to the stockholders of such consolidated cor­
poration in exchange or payment for the original shares, in the
manner and on the terms specified in the agreement of consolida-
tion, J/_

SEm'ION 60. If the franchise and property of any corporation PurcbaMor
formed under the provisions of this Act, or existing under the laws :wed~':::i
of this State, is sold, the persons who may become the purchasers, ...,.,ofcorpo::-­

at private sale or under the judgment of the Court, may organize a tion.
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corporation for the continuation, operation and management of the
same; and such corporation, when organised, shall have the same
rights, privileges and franchises as have been granted to or acquired
by the corporation purchased; and shall be subject to all the lim­
itations, restrictions and liabilities imposed upon it; and, in addi­
tion thereto, shall be SUbject to all the provisions of this Act.

YormatloD of Such corporation shall be formed by articles of incorporation exe­
ouch corpomloD. cuted by the purchaser and his associates, and which shall, in addi-

, tion to the requirements of the provisions of this Act, set forth the
description of the property sold and the decree under which tbe
sale was made; if it was sold under judgment, or if not, the deed
conveying the property; the amount paid or to be paid, and to
whom and by whom, and such other statements as may be deemed
necessary. The articles shall be signed by the purchaser and his

E""CUll~D.61IDI,888ociates,if any, and shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of
&:c., of artlcl.. State who shall furnish a certified copy of the same under bis band
oflDcorporatIoD.'. .

and seal of office, which shall be recorded as hereinbefore provided
for certificates of incorporation; and when a certificate of such
fact is delivered to the purchaser the corporation shall be deemed
to be organized, and shall have all the rights, powers and privil~,Pow_. &c.
and be subject to all restrictions, limitations and liabilities of ot er
similar corporations organized under this Act.

Judlclallale of SEa1'ION 61. Sales of the£ropertyand franchises of such cor-
CraDchlae.

porations that may be sold un er a decree of Court shall be made
Notice. after such notice of the time and place as the Court may deem

proper; and if such sales are made in the foreclosure of one or
How effected. more mortgages, the Court may order such sale to be made for the

whole amount of the outstanding bonds and interest secured by
such mortgage or mortgages or if the property and franchise will
produce so much, then for the amount of interest due under Mid
mortgage or mortgages, subject to the payment by the purchaser of
the outstanding bonds and interest secured thereby as they become
due; and in the latter event may, by proper orders, secure the
assumption thereof by the purchaser; but when a sale shall be
ordered to be made, subject as aforesaid, the Court shall direct the
officer making such sale, in the event that the property and fran­
chises offered do not sell for enough to pay the amount aforesaid, to
sell the same free from encumbrances. Sales under this section
shall be made on such credits as the Court may deem proper.

~ SECTION 62. Any corporation organized under this Act shall
~~~~:~I~o,: forfeit all rights, privileges and franchises obtained thereunder, if it
for IwO years 10 b 11 f 'I i! fter i ti . goodforfeit charter. S a 81 , lor W. yeal'll a ter Its orgamza ion, to commence 10

faith the business, or to promote the objects or purposes for which
it was organized.



LAWS OF DELAWARE. 465

?
SECTION 65. Every corporation organized under this Act, [....e of new eer­
. if f k i h I f if tllicates af.tockmay Issue a new certi cate 0 stoc in t e p ace 0 any oerti cate for lost or d....

theretofore issued by it, alleged to have been lost or destroyed, and strayed.
the directors muy, in their discretion, require the owner of the lost
or destroyed certificate, or his legal representatives, to give the cor-
poration a bond, in such sum as they may direct, not exceeding
double the value of the stock, to indemnify the corporation against
any claim that may be made against it on account of the alleged
loss of any such certifieate ; a new certificate may be issued with- Bond,
out requiring any bond when, in the judgment of the directors it is
proper so to do, and when any such corporation shan have refused
to issue a new certificate of stock in place of one theretofore issued
by it, or by any corporation of which it is the lawful successor, al-
leged to have been lost or destroyed, the owner of the lost or de- p . I

stroyed certificate or his legal representatives, may apply to the c:::t~n to
Superior Court of the State of Delaware in and for the county in

tL
SECTION 64. Every corporation organized under this Act, Name, ltc..of

shall in a conspicuous place, on its principal place or places ofd1.r:j;,~:~~o be

business, in letter! sufficiently large to be easily read, have painted ~ri:~~~~ac.

or printed the corporate name of such corporation, and immediately
under the same, in like manner, shall be printed or painted the
word" Incorporated." And immediately under the name of such
corporation, upon all printed or advertising matter used by such
corporation, shall appear in letters sufficiently large to be easily
read the word "Incorporated." And such corporation which
shall fail or refuse to comply with the provisions of this section Failure.
shall be subject to a fine of not less than one hundred dollars, and
not more than five hundred dollars, to be recovered with costs by the Fine.
State, before any court of rompetent jurisdiction, by action at law
to be prosecuted by the Attorney General.

OF CORPORATION8. /;t.--
SEcr'ION 63. No corporation organized under this Act or Want of legal

existing under the laws of this State, shall be permitted to set lip, ~~:::"i~o:c~o
or rely upon the want of legal organization as a defense to any tions.
action against it; nor shall any person transacting business with
such corporation, or sued for injury done to its property, be per-
mitted to rely upon such want of legal organization as a defense.

This section shall not be construed to prevent judicial inquiry !~lclall~qulry

into the regularity or validity of the organization of the corpora- t~o~.o"ao za­
tion or its lawful possession of any corporate power it may under-
take to assert in any other suit or proceeding where its corporate
existence or the power to exercise the corporate rights it asserts is
challenged, and evidence tending to sustain such challenge shall be
admissible in any such suit or proceeding.



466

OF CORPORATIONS.

LAwe OF DELAWARE.

BoDd.

which the principal office of the corporation is located for an order
requiring the corporation to show cause why it should not issue a
new certificate of stock in place of the one 80 lost or destroyed ;
such application shall be by petition duly verified, in which shall be
stated the name of the corporation, the number and date of certifi­
cate, if known or ascertainable by the petitioner, the number of
shares of stock named therein and to whom issued, and a statement
of the circumstances attending such loss or destruction; thereupon

Ruleloabow said Court shall make an order requiring the corporation to show
C&IIIe. cause at a time and place therein mentioned, why it should not

issue a new certificate of stock in place of the one described in the
petition; a copy of the petition or order shall be served upon the
president or other head officer of the corporation, or on the cashier,
secretary, treasurer or any director thereof personally or left at the

Service of petl. principal office or place of business of the corporation in this State
lloa. at least five days before the time designated in the order.

SECTION 66. At the time and place specified in the order, and
onlroof of service thereof, the Court shall proceed to hear the proofs
an allegations in behalf of the parties in interest, relative to the
subject matter of inquiry, and if upon such hearin~t~;:ourt shall
be satisfied that the petitioner is the lawful owner Efnumber of
shares of capital stock, or any part thereof, desorib in the petition,
and that the certificate therefor has been lost or destroyed and can­
not be found, and no sufficient cause has been shown why a new

~:of~~ri~. certificate should not be issued in place thereof, it shall make an
lificate. order requirin~ the corporation, within such time as shall be therein

designated, to Issue and deliver to the petitioner a new certificate
for the number of shares of the capital stock of the corporation,
which shall be specified in the order as owned by the petitioner,
and the certificate for which shall have been lost or destroyed;
in making the order the Court shall direct that the petitioner file
such bond in such form and with such security as to the Court
shall appear sufficient to indemnify any person who shall thereafter
appear to be the lawful owner of such certificate stated to be lost or
stolen; any person who shall thereafter claim any rights under the
certificate so lost or destroyed, shall have recourse to said indem­
nity, and the corporation shall be discharged from all liability to
such person by reason of compliance with the order of Court; and
obedience to said order may be enforced by the Court by attach­
ment against the officers of the corporation, on proof of their refusal

~ Attachment. &:c' to comply with the same.

CorporatioDi for SECTION 67. Every corporation organized under this Act, for
:i:~':f:DO~;t,W the drainage or reclamation of low lands, shall, in addition to the
Iuds. other powers conferred by this Act, have power, for the purpose of

~ U'<'X?//~;?7 ~2. ~./f'{~J
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reclamation of low lands by ditching, draining and bringing them Addllioaal

into cultivation, to enter upon any lands that, in the opinion of the powen.

directors or managers, will be benefited by the operation to be per-
formed by the corporation, and with their workmen, laborers,
teams, agents and employees, to cut and make, and when made,
from time to time, to clean out, remove all obstructions and thor-
oughly cleanse all such ditches or drains as in the opinion of such
directors or managers shall be necessary for effectually draining
and reclaiming the said lands. Before proceeding to accomplish
the ends of its incorporation, the said corporation shall apply to the
Superior Court of the State of Delaware, in and for the county in .
which the low lands, desired to be drained, or the greater part there- Comm,ulonets.

of, may be located, for the appointment of commissioners to go upon
the lands, through, along or across which the ditch or ditches of the
said corporation are proposed to be cut, and view the same and
determine whether any and which of them will be benefited by the
same, and to make a return of their proceedings in the premises to Return of.

the said Superior Court, with a survey and plot of the proposed
ditches, showing their course, and the lands, by general designa- Survey, plot, ae,
tion, through, along and across which they will run and to be
benefited thereby and the probable costs of making the improve-
ments. They shall also return a valuation of the several parcels J.l-eturn of nl....

of land to be benefited by snch improvements. Should there be "OIl.
upon the lines of the corporation's works any lands throngh, along
and across which the ditch or ditches are to be made that will be
injured by the making of them, they shall estimate such damage in Dam

money and the same shall be paid to the owner, or, in case of his &&'Co

refusal to receive it, or absence from the State, or inability by
rs ason of legal disability, it shall be deposited to his credit in the
Farmers' Bank, or that branch thereof at the county seat, in which
the lands are located, before the company shall have any right to
construct or make their works through such land.

The return of the commissioners, upon being confirmed by the Confirmation of

said Superior Court, shall be final and conclusive upon all parties, rdan>.

and shall be the basis upon which the taxes of the corporation are
to be laid. Said return of the commissioners, together with the R rd of

survey, and plot, being approved by the said Superior Court, shall ret"::n. ::~.
be, by the Prothonotary, forthwith delivered to the Recorder of
Deeds of the county in which the proceedings are instituted to be
by him recorded in a book to be procured for the purpose, The
said valuation thus approved by the said Court shall continue until Contlnuancc of

a majority of the taxables or of those liable to pay the said taxes valuation.

demand II. new one, proceedings for which shall be taken in the said
Court by petition, and the prayer of the petitioner granted, if in
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the opinion of the Court such new valuation is proper to be made
New ...laatlOll" at the time; and said new valuation, if any is ordered to be made,

shall be returned to the Court, and being approved, shall be, by the
Prothonotary, forthwith delivered to the Recorder of the county,
to be by him recorded in the same manner as is provided for the
recording of the original proceedings.

Exceptions to the returns of commissioners hereinbefore
provided for may be made by any person aggrieved thereby, and
said exceptions shall be heard and determined under such rules and

: regulations as the Court shall adopt for that purpose. Before any
commissioners appointed under this section proceed to act they shall

Oath 01co_lao be sworn or affirmed by one of their own members, or other person
1I0aen. authorized by law to administer oaths. to perform the duties re­

quired of them with fidelity, which qualification must be certified
upon their return. When record is made of the return, together

1t"ldeaceoC,.. • b h d I h h d I .
turD, &c. 'WIt t e survey an pot, w ere t e survey an p ot IS a part of

the return, the original shall be delivered over to the corporation
and it or the record thereof, or any certified officecopy of the latter,

Compeuatloa oCshall be evidence. The commissioners shall each be paid by the corpo-
="'~&~' ration two dollars for each day employed under this Act, and the

. surveyor, for his survey and plot (including a fee of one dollar and
fifty cents each day to the chain carriers) such sum as the commis­
sioners may deem just, and tax the same upon the return; and this
money shall be paid before the commissioners shall be required to

r CP at....... make any return. ThE' fees of the Prothonotary and all costs in­
o=y~re:..ro.. curred in any and all proceedings had in this behalf in the Superior
Ike. Court, shall be paid to the Prothonotary by the corporation, before

he shall be required to deliver the returns, surveys and plots or any
of them to the Recorder of Deeds as hereinbefore provided; and
the fees of the Recorder shall also be paid to him at the time of the
delivery to him of the said return, survey and plot. Whatever
money the corporation may deem necessary to raise for cutting the
ditch or ditches (including the t-xpen8eB in this section provided
for), and for keeping the same open and in repair, shall from time
to time, as the eXIgency may require, be collected by the taxation of
the taxables, according to the nature of their property to be bene­
fitted; to provide for which the managers shall make an estimate
of the money to be raised and apportion it among the said taxables ;

M I r and they shall at once give notice, under their hands, of a meeting
eet nK 0 lax- •

able.. of said taxables, to be held on a day therein to be named, and at
some convenient place, and between ten o'clock of the forenoon and
four o'clock of the afternoon, of said day, to consider the said ap­
portionment. At said meeting, any taxable, shall have the right
to be present and object to the justice of the same in his case. The
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manager shall, at the close of the meeting (which shall be kept open Recollllderalion
at least three hours), reconsider their apportionment and alter the ofarpo"ioa.
same, if they deem it just and expedient 80 to do. Such reconsid- mea.
eration shall be final, and then they shall make a copy of the ap­
portionment under their hands, and deliver the same to the treas-
urer; and when the company orders money to be collected for itsCoUaetlonof
necessary purposes, the treasurer shall, upon receiving their warrant"......
in writing, proceed to collect the same, from the respective taxables,
according to such apportionment, and for that purpose shall have .
all the powers of a collector of county taxes. The apportionment ~;;:~i::'.:e::.
shall continue until a new apportionment shall be made by the
managers and approved at a meeting of taxables, called for the con-
sideration thereof, which meeting shall be called in the same man-
ner and kept open for the same time as is provided for the first appor-
tionment, and made after the managers shall reconsider their ap­
portionment and alter the same, if they shall deem it expedient 80

to do, and taxes may, from time to time, be collected according tp
it, 88 the needs of the company may require. Orders for collections,~:: 10 col·

however, shall only be valid when made by the corporations at an .
annual meeting.

In case of private owners of a ditch or ditches not within the Pri ....ledllcheo
corporation's limits, but the waters collected in which can be dis- :l:::";r~~ra.
charged into the ditches of the corporation, such private owners tloa.
may be allowed to connect with the ditch or ditches of the corpora-
tion on such terms 88 may be agreed upon, and may thenceforth be-
come constituent members of the eorporation, with the rights of
such members, and subject as to themselves and their lands drained
by such private ditch or ditches, to all the burdens and responsi-
bilities of other members of the corporation; and the managers
shall, at once, add their lands to the other lands within the corpora-
tion's operations,and apportion theirshare of the taxes among them as
above provided with respect to original taxables. The managers shall
take account of all changes of ownership of lands witbin the cor_~i.~~oo:a.
poration's limits from whatever cause, and substitute the names ofdi'ch.
the new owners or taxables in lieu of the old ones upon their orig-
inal apportionment, from which they shall be transferred to the
copy in the hands of the treasurer, and when transferred the new ~:f:t~_
taxables shall stand in the place of the old, in all respects as if theyowae....
had been ori~inal owners or taxables, Such corporations as are
provided for 10 this section shall set forth the name of the hundred ~~ioaof
or hundreds in which their operations are to extend, in the certifi-
cate of their incorporation. All the provisions of Section 7,~.~~. 59

Chapter 59, Revised Code, as amended, &c., A. D. 1893, shall beape;l~. e re

applicable to all corporations created under the provisions of this
Act for the drainage or reclamation of low lands.
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~ll1ldiD&and SECTION 68. Building and loan associations organized nnder
=1a:'~atiODl.this Act shall, in addition to the other powers herein granted, have
pow~ power to sell their accumulated funds to and among their stock­

holders at any premium which may be obtained for the same, and
when such funds cannot be loaned to any stockholder at par they
may be loaned to any person not a stockholder at any rate of interest

~ not exceeding six per cent.

:::fo':,":' :~:;. SECTION 69. Any number of persons, not less than nine, may
ber Dr in<»rpDI1>- form a corporation under the proviaions of this Act, which corpo-
tors, successloD,. f ed J.' id h IIhI' f
purpose. &c. ration so orm as aroresai s a ave perpetua auoeessron, or

the Jffirpose of constructing, maintaining and operating a railroad
for the transportation of freight and passengers, and shall do and
perform the several matters and things hereinafter stated and shall
have and exercise all the rights, powers and privileges hereinbefore
and hereafter conferred and be subject to all the duties, limitations,
restrictions and liabilities hereinafter imposed upon such corpora­
tion; and for that purpose may make and sign articles of assooia-

~:,i~~~of....o- tion, in lieu of the articles of association hereinbefore required by
the provisions of this Act, in which shall be stated:

1. The name of the corporation.

2. The place from which and to which such railroad is to be
constructed, maintained and operated.

3. The estimated length of such railroad and the name of each
county in this State through or into which it is intended to be
made.

Capital stock. 4. The amount of the capital stock of the corporation, which
shall not be less than five thousand dollars for every mile of road
proposed to be constructed.

Shares. 5. The number of shares of which said capital stock shall
consist.

Directors. 6. The names and places of residence of nine directors of the
corporation, who shall manage its affairs for the first year and until
others are chosen in their places; and each such person shall sub­
scribe thereto his name, place of residence and the number of shares
of stock he agrees to take in such corporation; at least one of said
directors shall be a resident of this State.

Principal office. 7. The name of the city, town, county or place' within the
county in this State in which its principal office or place of busi­
ness will be located in this State.
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3ECTION 70. Said articles of association shall be presented to Approval of
one of the Judges of the Superior Court of the State of Delaware, arricles by Judie.
who shall examine the same, and if found to conform to the re-
quirements of this Act, shall endorse his certificate thereon accord-
ingly. On compliance 'with the foregoing provisions and the re-
quirements of the next succeeding section, which latter shall be
evidenced by the receipt of the State Treasurer delivered to the Sec-
retary of State, such articles of association may be filed in the officeFilinK record­

of the Secretary of State, who shall endorse thereon in writing the Ini, &~.
day they are filed, and record the same in a book to be pro-
vided by him for that. purpose; and upon tendering the said articles
to the Secretary of State to be filed, the persons who have so sub-
scribed such articles of incorporation and all persons who shall be- Beginning of ex­
come stockholders in such corporation, shall be a corporation by Istaace,

the name specified therein; every such corporation formed un-
der this Act, in addition to the general powers hereinbefore in this
Act set forth shall have power: v::.-

I. To have authority by its officers and servants, to enter :-:dillonal pow­

upon the lands or waters of any person or persons, which may .
be necessary, to make such examination and surveys for its pro-
posed railroad as shall be required to be made, in the selection Selecttce of
of the most advantageous route, but subject at all times to respon- route, &c.

sibility for all and any damage which shall be done to the property
of any such person or ijersons.

2. To aid in the construction, maintenance and accommodation Property.
of its railroad, may take and hold such voluntary grants of real
estate and other property as shall be made to it, but in all instances,
the real estate received as a voluntary grant shall be held and used
for the purpose of such grant only.

3. For the sole purpose, of the construction and maintenance
of its railroad, and the stations and other accommodations necessary
to accomplish the object of its incorporation, it may purchase,
hold and use all such real estate or other property as may be neces­
sary.

4. '1'0' construct its road and layout the same as herein pro­
vided and for the purpose of cuttings and embankments, to take as
much more land as may be necessary or required, for the proper
construction and security for the road.

5. To use and exercise all other rights and powers herein
pn~. ~

• ••. . • '3,000 per mile
SECTION 71. Articles of association, In compliance WIth theofc.."'.f::iroad

provisions of sections 69 and 70 of this Act, shall not be filed and ::llbSt:reT~~
urer.
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recorded in the office of the Secretary of State uutil at least two
thousand dollars of stock for every mile of railroad proposed to be
made is subscribed thereto and paid, in good faith and in cash, to
the directors named in said articles of association, nor until the
said directors shall have deposited the said money 80 subscribed

~~~~o~,..e and paid to them with the State Treasurer, who is constituted the
'I'naioru. custodian of the same, and shall hold the same, subject to be repaid

to the directors of the said corporation, or to the treasurer thereof,
in sums of two thousand dollal'8 for each mile of said railroad, upon
the construction of which it shall be proved to his satisfaction, that
the said corporation has expended at least the sum of two thMaDd
dollars, nor until there is endorsed on such articles of association,
or annexed thereto, an affidavit, made by at least five of the
directors named in said articles of association, that the amount of
stock required by this section has been, in good faith, subscribed
and paid in cash as aforesaid, and that it is intended in good faith,
to construct or maintain and operate the road mentioned in such
articles of 888OCiation which affidavit shall be recorded with the\J articles of association as aforesaid.

Con rchert SECTION 72. That a copy of any articles of association for the
ltc.. I: be eYl".:' construction and operation of railroads, filed and recorded in pur­
....... suanoe of provisions of this Act, or of the record thereof, with a

copy of the affidavit aforesaid indorsed thereon or annexed thereto
and duly certified to be a coPy by the 8e<wetary of State, shall be
presumptive evidence of the ineorporatiou of such corporation and
of the facts therein stated.

JadicIaIlnqalJy. Nothing in this section contained shall prevent judicial in-
quiry into, and ascertainment of the existence of the corporation or
the posseesioa of the corporate powers it undertakes to assert in any
suit or proceeding wherein the same shall be challenged.

SECTION 73. The directors named in said articles of lL88OCia-
tion may, when such articles of asaociation and affidavit are filed
and recorded in the office of the Secretary of State, in case the
whole of the capital stock is not before subscribed, continue to re­
ceive subscriptions until the whole capital stock is aubeoribed ; at
the time of subscribing every subscriber shall pay to the directors

TeD per ceDI. 10 ten per centum on the amount subscribed by him, in money, and
~:~.Ub- no subscription shall be received or taken without such payment.

lJirulon, DIUD- SECTION 74. That there shall be a board of not less than nine
ber. Ike. directors of every corporation formed under this Act for the pur­

pose of constructing and operating a railroad or railroads, to man­
age its affairs; said directors shall be chosen annually by a
majority of the votes of the stockholders at such elections, and in
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such manner 88 may be prescribed in the by-laws of the corpora­
tion, and they may and shall continue to be directors until others
are elected and qualified in their places; in the election of directors
each stockholder shall be entitled to one vote for each share OfVotllll.
stock held by him; vacancies in the board of directors shall he
filled in such manner 88 shall be prescribed by the by-laws of the VllC&Ilciea.

corporation; the inspectors to hold the first ejection of directors
shall be appointed by the board of directors named in the articles ......-on.
of assoeiation ; no person shall be a director unless he shall be a
stockholder. owning stock absolutely in his own right, and qualified
to vote for directors at the election at which he shall be chosen; at ~=Ioa 01

every election of directors the books and papers of such company
shall be exhibited to the meeting and subject to the inspection OfEalalb,llODof
those present, provided a majority of the stockholders present shall boob, &c.

require it. ~

SECTION 75. That within thirty days after the articles of 88- Orpalall.....
sociation are filed in the office of the Secretary of State the
directors therein named shall organize by the election of one of='o:'°r
their number president; they may also elect a treasurer and secre-
tary and adopt such by-laws 88 may appear to be proper and right By-la_

for the government of the corporation. ~

SECTION 76. That in C88e the capital stock of any company lDc:raoe orcapt­
formed under this Act is found to be insufficient for constructing tal_I<.

and operating its road, such company may, with the concurrence of
two-thirds in amount of all its stockholders, increase its capital
stock from time to time, to any amount required for the purpose of
constructing, maintaining and operating its railroad; such increase
may be sanctioned by a vote in person or by proxy, of two-thirds
in amount of all the stockholders of the company, at a meeting of
such stockholders called by the directors of the company for that lleotllll.
purpose, by a notice in writing to each stockholder to be served Noel....
on him personally, or by depositing the same, directed to him,
in the postoffice nearest his usual place of residence, at least twenty
days prior to such meeting; such notice must state time and place
of meeting, and its object and the amount to which it is proposed
to increase the capital stock; the proceedings of such meeting
must beentered on the minutes of the corporation, and thereupon
the capital stock of the corporation may be increased to the amount
sanctioned by a vote of two-thirds in amount of all stockholders of:=u:,~~
the corporation 88 aforesaid. holdera.

8ECTION 77. That the stock of every company formed under SIOC~penonal

this Act shall be deemed personal estate and be transferable in the pro s,
manner prescribed by the by-laws of the company, but no shares T.....rerof.
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shall be transferable until all previous mils thereou shall have been
paid.

SECTION 78. That whenever any corporation created under
this Act cannot agree with the owner or owners of any land, sand,
earth, gravel or other materials necessary to be taken and used in
the construction of the said railroad, for the purchase thereof, the
said corporation may apply to the Associate Judge of the State of
Delaware, resident in the county where the land and materials
necessary to be taken are located, first giving the other party or
owner at least five days' notice in writing of the intended appliea­
tiun if within the State; and if said other party or owner be un-
known or without the State, then such notice shall be published in
some newspaper in the county in which the land proposed to be taken
is located, at least five days prior to the intended application, and
the said Associate Judge shall appoint five judicious and impartial
freeholders, to view the premises and assess the damages which the
owner or owners will sustain by reason of the said railroad passing
through, taking and using the same. The said freeholders shall be

~'::'f_- sworn or affirmed before some Judge, Justice of the Peace, or
Notary Public, before entering on the premises, faithfully and im­
partially to perform the duties assigned them. They shall give

Nollce of oDed- ten days' notice, in writing, to the owner or owners of the premises,
1Da:. or to their guardian or guardians, duly appointed according to law,

if within the Stale, and the same to the president of the corpora-
tion of the time of their meeting to view the premises; and the

~urnoffind- said commissioners shall certify their finding and award to both
parties, but if either party is dissatisfied with the damages so as­
sessed such party may, on application to the Prothonotary of the
Superior Court of the State of Delaware, in and for the county
where the land lies, within thirty days after such assessment, sue

W,II of ad quod • fad d la '. . h h 'J!I.' h Idamnum. out a wnt 0 qno c mnum, reqUIrmg t e s ernr, In t e usua
form, to inquire of twelve impartial men of his bailiwick of the
damages as aforesaid, and their report shall be final; the said com­
missioners shall, in assessing the damages as aforesaid, award at
least the actual cash value of the land, sand, earth, gravel or other
materials so to be taken and used, as aforesaid, whereupon the cor­

Paymcnllo en- poration, upon paying the damages so assessed, shall become
lltlc 10 land &c. • led h h Id I' h id I d d . Is• entit to ave, 0 ,use am enjoy t e sal an s an materia

for the purposes by them requi red, forever; and in case' any owner
of lands necessary and taken for the purpose of construction of the
said railroad shall be a minor or a non-resident, or for any cause

~::.o~:,.;. incapable of receiving, or unwilling or neglecting to receive said
&:c. damages, or to call upon the said corporation, for the same, the

said corporation may deposit the amount of the said damages to the
credit of such owner or owners, in the Farmers' Bank in the
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county in which the said land and materials taken are located, sub­
ject to his, her or their order. whereupon the said corporation shall
be entitled to h ave, hold, use and enjoy the said lands, premises
and materials descrihed and condemned in said report and required
for the purposes of said corporation, for or on account of which
said damages shall have been so assessed; the expenses of the as- Payment of ex­

sessment by the said commissioners of the damages aforesaid and penses, 8tc.

the feel! of the said Sheriff, Prothonotary and all costs incurred in
the execution of the writ of ad quod damnum, shall in all cases be
paid by the corporation. v:--

SECTION 79. That any railroad constructed under the pro- Width of road.

visions of this Act shall not exceed sixtv-six feet in width unless
more land shall be required for the slopes of cuts and embank-
ments, with as many sets of tracks and rails as such corporation
may deem necessary, and it shall be lawful for such corporation, its
agents, engineers, superintendents, or others in its employ to enter Eotry On lands.

at all times upon all lands Or waters for the purpose of exploring,
surveying, leveling and laying out the route or routes of such rail-
road, and of locating the same, and all neces.o,ary works, buildings,
eonvenienoes, appurtenances and appendages thereof, doing no un-
necessary injury to private or other property; and when the route Survey ofroute,

or routes of such railroad and the location or locations of all other filing, &c.

works, buildings, conveniences, appurtenances and appendages
thereof, shall have been determined UPO;ll, and a SUf\"ey of such
route or routes, location or locations deposited in the office of the
Secretary of State, then it shall be lawful for every such corrora- ~~&~"for
tion formed under this Act, upon pa~ent or tender of such com- COD5uuetloo,&c.

pensation as hereinbefore provided';' by the officers, agents, engi-
neers, superintendents, workmen and other persons in their employ,
to construct, maintain and operate a railroad with a single or double
track, with such side tracks, turnouts, offices, stations and depots as
they may deem necessary at and between the points named in the
articles of association, commencing at or within and extending to
or into any town, city or village named as the place of terminus,
and from time to time, either before or after completion of the
main line, construct, maintain and operate branches within the
limits of any county through which said road may pass, lay rails,
and for that purpose to enter upon, take possession of, hold, have,
use, occupy and excavate any lands, and erect any embankments,
bridges and all other necessary works, and to do all other things
which may be suitable or necessary for the completion, repairs or
management of said railroad, and for the conveyance of passengers
and freight to and from the terminii thereof by steam power; pro-
vided, always, that the payment or tender of payment of all dam-
ages for the occupancy of all lands through, under or upou which
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said railroad and its conveniences, appurtenances and appendages
may be laid out or located, be made before the said corporation, or­
any pem....n under its directiou or employ shall enter upon or break.
ground in the premises, except for the purpose of surveying and
and laying out said railroad and its conveniences, appurtenances­
and appendages and of locating the same, unless the consent of the
owner or owners of such lands be fi1'8t had and obtained; and pro­
vided fnrther, that the survey of the route of any branch shall not

Depoellor",~befiled in the office of the Secretary of State until the officers or­e .....1e wltb directors of the corporation shall have deposited with the State­
tIlle Treasurer. Treasurer a sum equal to at If'8L't two thousand dollars for every

'" mile and a proportionate sum for any distance less than a mile, of
.......... such branch which it is proposed to construct, and the said treasurer

---------- shall be custodian of such fund, and shall hold the same, subject to-
----------l!e repaid to the directors or treasurer of such company in sums of

tw_ thousand dollsra for each mile and a proportionate sum for any
dis~ik~ less than a mile, of such branch upon the construction of
which It s"'llll be proved to his llatisfaotion that such amount has­
been expend~ . and provided further, that the constmetien of all

Tlm.ofco..- such bran~hes, JlJ.,llll be commenced within six months from the­
::==::~.aIld date of tihng ~he. st.~vey thereof as aforesaid and shall be completedi

and opened Wlt~1D tl~ee years from the date of the oommencement
~ of the construction as •~foresaid.

=-"aIldpas-. S~ON 80. It sh~,ll be the duty of every railroad corpora­
tion o~lzed u~lder this '\Act to construct and keep in repair good
and sufficient bridges and \passages over under or across the said
railroad or right of way w~re any pubiic or other road, street or
avenue, now or .hereafter laid ~hall cross the sauie, 80 thatlublic
travel on the said road shall not- be impeded thereby' an it is
further provided, that such bridg'l\; and passages shall be of such
width and. character as shall be suitIble to the locality in which the­
same are situated ; an.d a.lS? where th~said road shall intersect any:­
farm or lands of any individual, to pro 'icle and keep in repair suit-

W......way.. able and convenient wagonways, over, un er or across the said rail­
road, and shall also construc~ and mai. tain suitable and proper

Caltlquard.. cattleguards at all road CJ'088lDgs; proVI' always that in case'
any su?h railroa~ shal! cross any street or.st 'ts, high~ay or high­
ways, ID any CIty or incorporated town, It sh I be either above or'
below the grade of said street or streets, high ay or hi~hways at
such distance as shall not interfer: with the fre.e nd uninterruptedl
use of such street or streets, hIghway or high ~ys' provided
further, that the council of any city or the commi io~ers of any­
incorporated town, or other person having control 0 r such street.
or streets, highway or highways, may grant permission to<> said oor-

~~I.IIt..... poration to cross such street or streets, highway or highways -within.
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the limits of the respective city or incorporated town at grade, if
they deem it to be for the best interest of the city or incorporated
town; and further provided that in the event that such corpora­
tion shall not, within a reasonable time after notification from the
Council of the city or Commissioners of the incorporated town or
other persons having control over such street or streets, highway
or highways, in which such bridges aud p881!8gee are to be 80 con­
struoted, or repaired, proceed to construct or repair the same as re­
quired by this Act, the said Council or Commissioners or other
persons aforesaid may, in the corporate name of 'loch city or town
institute proceedings in the Court of Chancery against such corpo­
ratioB to~ the specific perfonnant-e of the duties imposed
npon eneh corporation by this section of this Act, and in case a de­
cree shall be made against such corporation ill said proceedings,
commanding it to specifically perform said duties, within a reason­
able time to be fixed, and if such corporation shall neglect or re­
fuse to specifically perform such duties within such time, the
Chancellor, npon proof of such neglect or refusal may in his di..
cretion, issue a writ of injunction to restrain said corporation from
the exercise of any franchise or the transaction of any business in
this State nntil said corporation shall have obeyed the command of
said decree and shall have paid the 008t8 of said proceedings, in­
clnding a reasonable allowance to the solicitor of such city or town,
to be fixed by the Chancellor; and further, provided, that said
councilor oommissioners or other persons aforesaid in the event of
the failure of such corporation to construct or repair such bridges
or passages within a reasonable time after notification as aforesaid,
may if they deem it advisable 80 to do, proceed themselves to con­
struct or repair snob bridges or passages, and when the OO8ts thereof
shall have been ascertained, the same may be collected of and from
said corporation by said Council or Commissioners or other per­
sons aforesaid by an action at law in any court of competent juris­
diction; provided further, that the permission of the Council of
any city, of the Commissioners of any incorporated town or other
persons hereinbefore referred to, shall not be necessary for the pur­
pose of crossing any street or streets, highway or highways, at
grade, unless said street or streets, highway or highways, at the
point where said railroad shall cr088, or at some point between the
crossing of said railroad and the nearest terminus of said street or
streets, highway or highways, shall be in actual use by and for
pedestrians and teams at the time of acquirement of the right of
way of said railroad aCr088 such street or streets, highway or high-
way~ ~

SECTION 81. That any railroad corporation created under this Craulq

Act which shall have duly located the route of its railroad by a meanu, ltc.
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survey deposited in the office of the Secretary of State, as required
by Section 79, shall have power in the construction of its said rail­
road on such route to cross any canal, navigable stream or water­
course between its terminii, but in such manner as not unnecessarily
to impede the navigation and use thereof; and shall also have

Croulncrail- power to cross any railroad or railway intervening between such
roads, &c. terminii and acquire the necessary easement for such crossing
Gradecroulnp either by agreement with the corporation owner thereof, or, on
ayolded. failure to agreP, by condemnation proceedings in the manner pre-

scribed by Section 78; provided, however, that whenever prac­
ticable so to do, the crossing at jl;raJe of any railroad or railway
shall be avoided, but, if not practicable, the crossing may be at
grade subject to the further provisions made by this section, and in
that event it shall be the duty of the corporation whose railroad
track or tracks shall cross the track or tracks of such other railroad

. or railway company, at its own expense, to erect and maintain at
Signals,.wltch., h . . I d' I f II ed
&c.· sue crossmg a signa tower an signa s 0 a genera y approv

pattern with an electric warning attachment, and also to maintain
an interlocking system with derailing switches, and keep a compe­
tent watchman and switchman on duty thereat; and the trains of
the crossing compallY shall come to a full stop at least two hun­
dred feet from the tracks of the railroador railway crossed; and
the trains or cars of the company owning or operating the railroad
or railways so crossed at grade shall have precedence and priority
of movement over the trains of the company constructing the
crossing. And, provided further, that no such grade crossing shall

~~~on:..r",,111,::be permitted or effected until the question of the practicability of
bllIlyofgrade an overhead or undergrade crossing shall have been considered and
aOlllnp. determined by the Chancellor, who shall, upon the petition or bill

of the company desiring to effect such crossing at grade, have full
power and jurisdiction ul,l0n notice to and answer by the company
whose tracks are proposed to be crossed, to hear and determine the
matter by an appropriate decree, either refusing or permitting the
crossing at grade, and if permitted to prescribe and regulate by
such decree the manner and character of the said crossing, together
with such safeguards ~inst collisions thereat, in addition to those
by this section provided as he may deem proper, with the right of
appeal from the Chancellor's decree to the Supreme Court by either
party, as in other cases in equity.

SECTION 82. That any corporation created under this Act for
the purpose of constructing a railroad shall commence the proposed
construction within six months from the date of its organization,
and complete at least one track of said road within three years from
the date of the commencement, as aforesaid; provided, that if any
company or corporation organized under this Act shall fail to
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,
comply with the provisions of this section, it shall thereby forfeit
the franchise given it by this Act; provided, further, that if any
corporation organized under this Act shall be restrained, prevented
or enjoined by any proceedings whatever at law or in equity from
prosecuting the work on its road, or from opening or completing its
said road, the time during which any such corporation shall be so
restrained, prevented or enjoined shall not be taken or computed as
any part of the time allowed and limited in this section for the
opening and completing of said road. Itt-

SE<m:ON 83. Any corporation organized under this Act for the Pow.... to bor-
. d . f '1 dhllh bo rowlIloney.construction an operation 0 a rat roa s a ave power to rrow Purpo-.

such sums of money, from time to time, not exceeding in the ag-
gregate double the amount of its full paid capital stock, as shall be
necessary to build, construct or repair its road, and furnish all nec-
essary engines and other equipments for the uses and objects of said
corporation, and to secure the repayment thereof by the execution,
negotiation and sale of any bond or bonds, and secure the same by Secwh1i.

mortgage on said lands, privileges, franchises and appurtenances of
and belonging to said corporation; provided, that said corporation
shall not plead any statute or statutes against usury in any court of
law or equity in any suit instituted to enforce the payment of an)'
bond or mortgage executed under the provisions of this section;
and promded,further, that said bonds and mortgages shall constitute Llen.

a first lien on the railroad, its cars, real estate and franchises, and
the proceeds of said bonds shall be used for the purpose of aiding
in the construction of said railroad and equipments ; and prooided,
further, that if any person or persons shall issue such bonds to any
greater amount than double the amount, at the time of sueh issue,
that shall have been actually paid up on the capital stock of such
railroad, he, she or they shall beguilty of a misdemeanor, and shall Penally for lau­

be punished by a fine of not more than two thousand dollars or :h:n~~::bl:'';,''~d
by imprisonment for not more than three years, or by both, at the up eapttal,

discretion of the Court. K-
SECTION 84. Every corporation created under this Act for .'encea.

the construction of a railroad shall erect and maintain fences on
botb sides of its road, of the heighth and strength of a fence re­
quired by law, with openings or gates or bars therein, at farm cross-
ings or 1!he road for the use of proprietors of lands adjoining such Caulquards.

railroad; and shall also construct and maintain cattle guards at all
road crossings suitable and sufficient to prevent cattle and other
animals from getting on the railroad; and until such fences and
cattle guards shall have been duly made the corporation shall beDam

liable for all damages which shall be done by their engines and .eo.
cars to cattle, horses or other animals thereon; and after such
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fences and guards shall be duly made and maintained the corpora­
tiou shall not be liable for any such damages, unless negligently or
willfully done; and if any person shall ride, lead or drive any
horse or other animal upon such railroad and within such fenoes
and guards other than at farm crossings without the consent of the
corporation, he shall for every such offence forfeit a sum not ex­
ceeding ten dollars, and shall also pay all damaJ{e8 which shall be
sustained thereby to the party aggrieved; it shall not be lawful for
any person other than those connected with or employed upon the
railroad to walk along the track or tracks of any such railroad, ex­
cept when the same be laid along public roads or streets.

SECTION 85. Everr conductor, ~m88ter or brakeman
of any railroad corporatIon, formed under this Act, employed in a
~nger train, shall wear ur?n his hat or cap • hedge which shall
indicate his office, and the initlel letters of the name of the corpora­
tion by which he is employed; no conductor or collector of fares
or tickets, without such badge shall be entitled to demand or re­
ceive from any passenger any fare or ticket, or to exercise any
powers of his office, and no officer without suah badge shall have
authority to meddle or interfere with any passenger, his baggage or
property.

Dam8pI to road. SECTION 86. Any person who shall willfully impair, injure,
Ac. destroy or obstruct the use of any railroad enjoyed under the pro­

visions of this Act or any of its necessary works, wharves, bridges,
carriages, engines, cars, machines, or other property, shall forfeit
and pay to the corporation the sum of fifty dollars, to be by it
recovered in any Court having competent jurisdiction in any action
of debt; and further shall be liable for all damages sustained.

=~d::" 10 SEcrION 87. It shall be the duty of every railroad corporation
created under the provisiona of this Act to make an annual report
to the stockholders of its operations, which report shall be verified
by the affidavit of the secretary, treasurer, superintendent or direct­
OrM of the corporation, and shall state:

The entire length of the road in operation, the length of sin~le

track, the length of double track, and the weight of rail per yard.

The full amount of the capital stock annually subscribed and
the full amount paid thereon.

The entire amount of the actual cost of the road, showing the
amount expended for the right of way, bridging, grading, iron and
other buildings respectively, and for all other purposes incidental
to the construction of such road.
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The nature of the amount of 'its indebtedness, distinguishing
the first or other mortgage bonds, and the unsecured indebtedness
and the amount due the corporation.

The amount received for the transportation of passengers,
property ani mails, for interest, and from all other sources respect­
ively.

The amount of freight, specifying the quantity in tons or other
usual mode of measurement.

The full amount paid for repairs of the road, buildings, en­
gines and cars respectively, for fuel, taxes and interest, specifying
the indebtedness on which the same is paid; for the wages and em­
ployees; the aggregate amount paid for salaries of oflbers and for any
other purpose incidental to the business of transportation, so as to give
a complete statementof the entire annual expenses of the corporation.

The entire amount paid for 1058 and damage to freight and
injury to person and property.

The full number and amount of dividends and when made
and in what manner such dividends have been paid.

The entire amount appropriated to sinking fund, and the
manner in which the same has been applied, and the total amount
then held by such sinking fund.

The whole number of persoll8 killed or injured, the causes
thereof, if known, and whether passengers or persons employed by
the corporation; and the secretary of each railroad corporation,
formed as aforesaid, shall mail to every stockholder thereof, whose
post office address is known, a coPy of said annual report and shall
file a certified copy thereof with the Secretary of State on or before FT

the expiration of fifteen days from the making of such annual I
10

1 copy.

report.

SECTION 88. Any two or more railroad corporations created M....er,

under this Act, or anyone of such corporations and a corporation
now existing for the construction and operation of a railroad whose
charter does not prohibit merger or consolidation, may consolidate
into a single corporation in the manner provided in Section 54 of
this Act, and the other sections thereof relating to the consolida-
tion of corporations, and such new corporation shall possess all the
powel'8, rights and privileges conferred upon such two or more cor­
porations, and shall be subject to all the restrictions and liabilities
and perform all the duties imposed by the provisions of their re­
spective charters or oertificates of incorporation not inconsistent
with the provisions of this Act.
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SECTION 89. Every railroad corporation formed under this
Act shall cause signal boards, well supported by posts, or other­
wise, at such heights as to be easily seen by travelers, and not ob­
structing travel, containing on each side, in capital letters, at least
five inches high, the following inscription: "Railroad Crossing,"
to be placed and constantly maintained, at such public highway
where it is crossed by the railroad at the same level; but such
board need not be put up in cities or towns, unless required by the
authorities thereof.

AECTION 90. Whenever, in the opinion of the authorities of
any city or incorporated town, the public interest requires that a
gate be erected and maintained, or a flagman stationed and kept at
the place where any highway or street is crossed, within the cor­
porate limits of such town or city, by any railroad constructed
under this Act; they shall give the Superintendent or Manager of
the railroad written notice that the same is required and the cor­
poration shall, within the time prescribed in such notice, erect and
maintain at such crossing the style of gate directed in said notice,
and keep a man in charge of the same during such hours as the
said authorities may designate, or keep a flagman at such crossing
during such hours as they may require. And the said authorities
may authorize the discontinuance of such gate or flagman when­
ever in their judgment the public interest DO longer requires the
same.

SECTION 91. No passenger car on anv railroad of any cor­
poration organized under the provisions of this Act shall be lighted
by napths or by illuminating oil or fluid made in part of naptha,
or of any oil or fluid which will ignite at a temperature of less
than three hundred degrees Fahrenheit.

SECTION 92. No regular or other passenger train on any rail­
road constructed under this Act shall be run without an air brake,
or some equally effective appliance for controlling the speed of
trains, which may be applied by the engineer to each car compos­
ing the train, and which shall at all times be kept in good con­
dition and ready for use at the discretion of the engineer.

SECTION 93. Any corporation failing to comply with or violat­
ing or permitting any of its employees or agents to violate any of
the provisions of Sections 85, 89, 90, 91 and 92 of this Act shall
in addition to subjecting itself to any damages that may be caused
by such failure or violation be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
eonviction thereof be fined for failure or violation, not less than
one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.
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SEaI'ION 94. No railroad or railway corporation organized Dlacrialnatlon

under this Act shall charge, demand or receive from any person,~~&c.,

company, or corporation for the transportation of p8B8eDgers or
property a greater sum than it shall charge or receive from any other
person, company or corporation for like service, from the same
place, under like conditions, under similac circumstances, and for
the same period of time. For every violation of the provision of
this section such corporation shall be liable to the party suffering PeD&Ity.

thereby in double the entire amount so charged to such party, to
be recovered before any Court having jurisdiction thereof; pro- .
vided, however, that nothing in this section shall be construed to ExceptIons.

prohibit the carriage or handling of persons or property free or at
reduced rates for the United States, State or municipal govern-
ments, or to or from fairs and expositions for exhibitions thereof;
or the free carriage of destitute and homeless persons transported
by charitable societies and the necessary agents employed in such
transportation; or the issuance of mileage, excursion or commuta-
tion passenger tickets; nor to prohibit any such corporation from
giving reduced passenger rates to ministers ot religion solely en-
gaged in ministerial duties, or to the United States, State or munici-
pal governmenbl; nor to prohibit any such corporations from giving
free carriage to their own officers and employees; nor to prohibit
any such corporation from giving reduced rates of transportation to
other railroad corporations for railroad construction, materia),
equipment or supplies. it--

SECTION 95. Every railroad corporation organized under the Fees to State.

provisions of this Act shall be required, upon filing the certificate,
to pay to the Secretary of State the fees hereinafter provided for;
and also pay to the State Treasurer for the use of the State such tax
as is required by the provisions of Chapter 458, Volume 12, of the AD uaI

LaWfl of this State, entitled "An Act to raise revenue for this n tax.

State," and Chapter 392, Volnme 13, of the Laws of this State,
entitled"An Act taxing railroad and canal companies in this State."
Prooided, hO'l.Cef)er, that such railroad shall be entitled to the rights
of commutation therefor as is provided by law for other railroad
corporations of this State. ~

SECTION 96. Every corporation organized under the provis- Steam, beat an~­
ions of this Act for the purpose of producing or distributing steam, power companies

beat and power, shall, in addition to the powers conferred upon Additional

eorporations generally, have full authority to lay the necessary powers.

pipes and conduits beneath the public roads, highways, streets,
avenues and alleys in this State; provided, however, that such
pipes and conduits shall be laid at least three feet below the surface
of the same, and shan not in any wise unnecessarily obstruct or in-



484

Layina pipes,

-'J
~ Electric Iiaht.

heal or power
companica.

LAWS OF DELAWARE.

OF CORPORATIONS.

terfere with public travel, or damage public or f.rivate property;
and provided, also, that the consent of the Counci , Town Commis­
sioners or other persons having control OVE:r the public roads,
highways, streets, avenues and alleys of the city, town and district
wherein or through which it is contemplated to Jay such pipes and
conduits beneath such' public roads, highways, streets, avenues or
alleys shall first, and as a condition precedent, be obtained before
any such public roads, highways, streets, avenues or alleys shall be
disturbed, opened or dug up; such consent of said Council or
Town Commissioners to be by ordinance of such Council or Com­
sioners duly adopted, or of such person having control over the
public roads or highways, by resolution adopted at a meeting to be
held not less than thirty days after notice thereof shall have been
given by notices posted up in five of the most public places on the
public road or highway which is proposed to be used for the pur­
poses aforesaid; that such use of public roads, highways or streets,
avenues and alleys in any of the cities, towns or districts of this
State shall be subjeet to such terms, regulations and restrictions as
may be imposed by the Council, Town Commissioners or other
person!! having control over the public roads and highways of the
district, and that the portions of surface of the roads, highways,
streets, avenues and alleys disturbed in laying the said pipes shall
be immediately restored to their original condition, and that any
pavements which are removed for the purpose of laying or repair­
lUg the pipes shall be restored to as good condition as they were
previous thereto, and so maintain the same for six months after the
completion of the work, and in case of failure on the part of the
corporation to so maintain and restore the same the Street Commis­
sioner or other officer having supervision of the streets may
properly restore and maintain the same, and the costs thereof Ipay
be recovered by the city or town from the corporation in any court
of competent jurisdiction.

SECTION 97. It shall be the duty of every corporation organ­
ized under the provisions of this Act in laying any pipe or con­
duits in any of the public roads, highways, streets, avenues and
alleys, to be used for conveying steam, heat or power to lay the
same at a distance not less than three feet, if possible from the
outside of any water or gas pipe already laid, except in cases where
it shall be. necessary that said pipes or conduits shall Cl'08S any
such water or gas pipe, and there such pipe or conduits shall be at
least twelve inches distant from the outside of any water or gas
pipe already laid.

SrerION 98. Every corporation organized under the provisions
of this Act for the purpose of constructing, maintaining and operat-
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ing works for the supply and distribution of electricity for electric
lights, heat or power, shall in addition to the powers conferredAcidillonai
upon corporations generally, have full power to use the public powen.

roads, highways, streets, avenues and alleys in this State for the
purpose of erecting posts or poles on the same, to sustain the
necessary wires and fixtures; provided that the consent of the
Council, Town Commissioners or other persons having control
over the public roads, highways, streets, avenues and alleys of the
city, town and district in or upon which the said posts or poles are
to be erected, shall flrst, and as a condition precedent be obtained ;
and provided, further, that no posts or poles shall be erected in
any street of any city or incorporated town except in those streets
which shall be designated by the said authorities thereof, and then
only in such place and manner as shall be thus designated, and
that the same shall be so located as in no way to interfere with the
safety or convenience of persons traveling on or over the said
streets, highways and roads; and that the use 6f the public streets
in any of the cities and incorporated towns of this State shall be
subject to such regulations and taxation 8.8 may be first imposed by
the corporate authorities of such cities and towns; and provided
also that no posts or poles shall be erected upon the soil or property
of any person or persons without first obtaining the consent in
writing of the owner or owners of the soil or property; and pro-
vided, also, that any wire crossing a railroad shall not be at a less
elevation than twenty-three feet.

SECTION 99. Every such corporation is authorized and em- ~0!f PI~ or

powered to lay pipes or conduits and to lay wires therein beneath co UIII, c.

the public roads, highways, streets, avenues and alleys 8.8 they may
deem necessary; provided, that said pipes and conduits shall be
laid at least two feet below the surface of the same and shall not
in any wise unnecessarily obstruct or interfere with public travel,
or damage public or private property, and shall not be laid nearer
than three feet, except as is hereinafter excepted, to any water or
gas main; but no public streets shall be opened for the purpose of
laying any such pipes, conduits, or wires without the consent of the
Council of any city, or the town Commissioners of any incor-
porated town, or other persons having control over said public
roads, highways, streets, avenues and alleys; and provided, that
such use of the public streets in any of the cities and towns of this
State shall be subject to such regulations, taxation and restrictions
lUI may be first imposed by the corporate authorities of such cities
and towns.

SECTION 100. Every corporation in laying wires for conveY-1&JlII& wi.....

ing electricity or the conduits containing said wires, shall lay the
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same at the greatest practicable distance from the outside of any
water or gas pipe bOW laid down, and when it is practicable and
so provided in its permits such distance shall not be less than three
feet, except in case where it shall be necessary that the Mid
wires or conduits shall cross or intersect any such water or gas
pipe.

SECTION 101. Every corporation organized under the pro­
visions of this Act, for the purpose of the production, distribu­
tion and Bale of gas to be made from coal or other materials,
and also every corporation organized as aforesaid, for the
supply and distribution of water, shall in addition to the
powers conferred upon corporations generally, have full authority
to lay down necessary pipes, water-mains and conduits beneath the
public roads, highways, streets, avenues and alleys of any city,
incorporated town or district of this State; provided, however, that
such pipes, water-mains and conduits shall be laid at least three
feet below the surface of the same, and shal] not in any wise
unnecessarily obstruct or interfere with public travel, or damage
public or private property; and provided, also, that the consent of
the Council, Town Commissioners or other persons having control
over the public roads, highways, streets, avenues and alleys of the
city, town and district wherein or through which it is contemplated
to lay such pipes, water-mainsand conduits beneath such public roads,
highways, streets, avenues or alleys shall first and as a condition,
precedent beobtained, before any such public roads,highways,streets,
avenues or alleys, shall be disturbed, opened or dug up; such con­
sent of such Council or Town Commissioners or other persons
having control over such roads, highways, streets, avenues and
alleys to be by ordinance of such council or commissioners duly
adopted, or by resolution of such persons having control over the
public roads or highways, adopted at a meeting to be held not less
than thirty days after notice thereof shall have been given by
notices posted up in five of the most public places on the road or high­
way which is proposed to be used for the purpose aforesaid ; that
such use of public roads, highways or streets, avenues and alleys
in any of the cities, towns or districts of this State shall be subject
to such terms, regulations, taxation and restrictions as may be
imposed by the Council, Town Commissioners or other persons
having control over the rublic roads and highways of the district,
and that the portions 0 surfaces of the roads, highways, streets,
avenues and alleys disturbed in laying the said pipes shall be
immediately restored to their original condition, and that any pave­
ments, which are removed for the purpose of laying or repairing
the pipes, water-mains and conduits, shall be restored to 88 good
condition as they were previous thereto, and so maintain the same
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for six months after the completion of the works, and in case of
failure on the part of the corporation to so restore and maintain
the same, the Street Commissioner or other officer having
supervision of the streets may properly restore and maintain
the same, and the costs thereof may be recovered by the city
or town from the corporation in any court of competent juris-
diction. v!/-

SEm'ION 102. That any telegraph or telephone corporation or- Telx;:phlUld

ganized under the provisions of this Act, shall in addition to the ~~.:.e com­
powers conferred upon corporations generally, having authority to Addllio"f

occupy and URe public streets, roads, lanes, alleys, avenues, turn- powers o.

pikes and water-ways within the State, or elsewhere, if they shall
extend their lines and business, for the erection of poles and wires
or cable or under-ground conduits, portions of which they may
lease, rent or hire to other like companies; provided that before en-
tering upon any street, road, lane, alley, avenue, turnpike, ur water-
way the consent of the authorites having jurisdiction thereof shall
have first been obtained and the same shall be used and occupied
under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by such
authorities; and that the portions of the surfaces of the streets,
avenues or alleys, disturbed in laying the wires, cables or under-
ground conduits, shall be immediately restored to their origi-
nal condition and that "any pavements which are removed fur
the purpose of laying or repairing the wires, cables or underground
conduits, shall be restored to as good condition as they were pre-
vious thereto, and so maintain for six months after the completion
of the works, and in ease of failure on the part of the corporation
to so restore and maintain the same, the proper authorities having
supervision of the streets, avenues and alleys may properly restore
and maintain the same and the cost thereof may be recovered by
the city, town or district from the corporation in any court of com-
petent jarisdietion j provided that all posts or poles which shall be
erected by authority herein conferred shall be so located as in no
way to interfere with the safety or convenience of persons traveling
on or over the said roads and highways; and provided further,
that all wires fastened upon posts or poles erected as aforesaid, shall
be placed at the height of not less than twenty feet above all road
crossings, and twenty-three feet above railroad crossings; and that
DO posts or poles shall be erected upon the soil or property of any
person without first obtaining the written consent of the owner
thereof. J!

SEm'ION lO3. Any number of persons not less than five may Railways." -?­
form a corporation under the provisions of this Act, which corpor- J'onaatIOll,la.

ation 80 formed as aforesaid, shall have perpetual succession for the~"';::
&c.
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purpose of constructing, maintaining and operating a railway, tor
the transportation of freight and passengers, the carriages, coaches
and cars of which, to be moved or propelled by electricity, hy
cable or motor or by any improved motive power other than steam
and shall do and perform the several matters and things hereinafter
stated and shall have and exercise all the rights, powers and privi­
leges hereinbefore and hereinafter conferred and be subject to all the
duties, limitations, restrictions and liabilities hereinafter imposed
upon such corporations; and for that purpose may make and sign
articles of association, in lieu of the articles of association herein-
before required by the provisions of this Act, for corporations
~enerally and for railroad corporations where steam power is used,
10 which shall be stated :

1. The name of corporation.

2. The place from which' and to which such railway is to be
constructed, maintained and operated.

3. The estimated length of such railway lind the name of each
county in this State through or into which it is intended to he
made.

4. The amount of the capital stock of the corporation which
shall not be less than two thousand dollars for every mile of road
proposed to be constructed,

5. The number of shares of which Mid capital stock shall
consist.

6. The names and places of residence of the five directors of
the corporation who shall manage its affairs for the first year and
until others are chosen in their places; and each such person shall
subscribe thereto his name, place of residence and the number of
shares of stock he agrees to take in such corporation. At least one
of said directors shall be a resident of this State.

PrIDclpaloflice. 7. The name of the city, town, county or place within the
county, in this State, in which its principal office or place of busi-:v. ness will be located in this State.

Appronlofanl- SECTION 104. Said articles of association shall be presented to
dee by Judie. one of the Judges of the Superior Court of the State of Delaware,

who shall examine the same, and if found to conform to the re­
quirements of this act shall endorse his certificate thereon accord­
ingly. On compliance with the foregoing provision and the
requirements of the next succeeding section, which latter shall be

r~I.~c~ecord. evidenced by the receipt of the State Treasurer, delivered to the
Secretary of State, such articles of association may be filed. in the

,
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office of the Secretary of State, who shall endorse thereon in writ­
ing the day they are tiled, and record the same in a book to be
provided by him for that purpose; and upon tendering the said
articles to the Secretary of State to be filed the persons who have
so subscribed such articles of incorporation and all persons who
shall become stockholders in such corporation shall be a corpora- 1/
tion by the name specified therein; every such corporation formed fI---~

under this Act, in addition to the general powers hereinbefore in Additional
this Act set forth, shall have power: powers.

I. To have authority, by its officers and servants, to enter upon Selectl&:OD of
h I I f hi h be route, c.team s or waters 0 any person or ~rsons w re may necessary

to make such examination and surveys for its proposed railway as
shall be required to be made in the selection of the most advan­
tageous route, but subject at all times to responsibility for all and
any damages which shall be done to the property of any such
person or persons.

2. To aid in the construction, operation and maintenance and Property &:c.

accommodation of its railway, may take and hold such voluntary ,
grants of real estate and other property as shall be made to it, but,
in all instances, the real estate received as a voluntary grant shall
be held and used for the purpose of such grant only.

3. For the sole purpose of the construction, operation and
maintenance of its railway, and the stations and other accommoda­
tions necessary to accomplish the object of its incorporation, it may
purchase, hold and use all such real estate and other property as
may be necessary.

4. To construct its road and layout the same as hereby pro­
vided and for the purposes of cuttings and embankments to take
as much more land as may be necessary or required for the proper
construction and security of the road.

50 To use and exercise all other rights and powers hereby
granted.

SECTION 105. Articles of association, in compliance with the,soeJ:,dmiledo/
provisions of Sections 103 and 104 of this Act, shall not be filed C:!~t:'Wlth
and recorded in the office of the Secretary of State until at least State Trailora'.

five hundred dollars of stock for every mile of railway proposed to
be made i8 subscribed thereto and paid, in good faith and in cash,
to the directors named in said articles of association, nor until the
said directors shall have deposited the said money 80 subscribed and
paid to them with the State Treasurer, who is constituted the CU8- Payment of
todian of the same, and shall hold the same, subject to be repaid to!f:.i"':.SCa!o
the directors of the said corporation, or to the treasurer thereof, in
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sums of five hundred dollars for each mile of said railway, upon
the construction of which it shall beproved, to his satisfaction, that
the said corporation has expended at least the sum of five hundred
dollars, nor until there is endorsed on such articles of association,
or annexed thereto, an affidavit, made by at least three of the
directors named in said articles of association, that the amount of
stock required by this section has been in good faith, subscribed and
paid in cash as aforesaid, and that it is intended, in good faith, to
construct or maintain and operate the railway mentioned in such
articles of association, which affidavit shall be recorded with the
articles of association as aforesaid.

SUt.crtpUODSlo SECTION 106. The directors named in said articles of associa-
capital stock,

tion, may. when such articles of association and affidavit are filed
and recorded in the office of the Secretary of State, in case the
whole of the capital stock is not before subscribed, continue
to receive subscriptions until the whole capital stock is subscribed;
at the time of subscribing every subscriber shall pay to the direc-

~·:a':o":~~~o tors ten per centum honllthbee amo~nedt subscrkibed brhhim, in money,
lCI"iplloDS. and no subscription s a reeeiv or ta en Wit out such pay-

ment.

l)Uec:ton, num- SECTION 107. That there shall be a board of not less than five
00, &c. directors of every corporation formed under this Act for the pur­

pose of constructing and operating railways, to manage its affairs.
Said directors shall be chosen annually in the same manner that is
provided for the choosing of directors for railroads as provided in

Soc. 14 l~ apply. Section 74 of this Act, and the inspectors to hold the first election
shall be appointed by the board of directors named in the articles
of association; no person shall be a director unless he shall be a
stockholder owning stock absolutely in his own right, and qualified

~ificalion of to vote at the election at which he shall be chosen; at every elec-
ecIOB. tion of directors the hooks and papers of such company shall be

exhibited to the meeting and subiect to the inspection of those
Exhibition of J
books, &c. present, provided a majority of the stockholders present shall re-

quire it.

SECTION 108. That within thirty days after the articles of as-
Orianlzallon. f S dsociation are filed in the office of the Secretary 0 tate, the irec-

tors therein named shall organize by the election of one of their
Elecllon ofolli- number president; they may also elect a treasurer and secretary
COI'I. and adopt such by-laws as may appear to be proper and right for
By-Ian. the government of the corporation.

Increase of capi.
ta! Ilock. SECTION 109. That in case the capital stock of any com­

pany formed under this Act is found to be insufficient for con­
structing and operating its railway, such company may, with the
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concurrence of two-thirds in amount of all its stockholders, in­
crease its capital stock from time to time to any amount required
for the purpose of constructing, maintaining and operating its rail­
way; such increase shall be authorized under the provisions which
are contained in Section 76 of this Act, in relation to railroads and Sec."" to apply.

in compliance with all conditions and requirements contained in
said section in relation thereto.

SEcrION 110. That the stock of every company formed under Stock penonal

this Act shall be deemed personal estate and be transferable in the property.

manner prescribed by the by-laws of the company, but no share
shall be transferable until all previous calls thereon shall have Transfer of.

been paid.

SECTION 111. Whenever any corporation created under this Assesament of

.A f .... d "1 damqes for re­et, or constructmg, mamtammg an operatmg a rai way, cannot quired land, &te.

agree with the owner or owners of any land, sand, earth, gravel or
other materials neeessarv to be taken and used in the construction
of the said railway, for the purchase thereof, the said corporation
may proceed for the condemnation thereof in the manner provided
for in Section 78 of this Act, in relation to .railroads ; and when Sec. I to apply.

the damages ascertained therefor in the manner provided in said 7

section shall have been paid or deposited in the proper bank as
therein provided, the corporation shall become entitled to have,
hold, use and enjoy the said lands and materials for the purpose by
them required, forever.

SECTION 112. That any railway constructed under the pro- Width of road.

visions of this Act shall not exceed forty feet in width, unless
more land shall be required for the slopes of cuts and embank-
ments, with as many sets of track.'! and rails as such corporation
may deem necessary, and it shall be lawful for such corporation, it.'!
agents, engineers, superintendents, or others in its employ, to enter Entry o.lands.

at all times upon all lands or waters for the purpose of exploring,
surveying, leveling and laying out the route or routes of such rail-
way, and of locating the same, and all necessary works, buildings,
conveniences, appurtenances and appendages thereof, doing lIO un-
necessary injury to private or other property; and when the route
or routes of such railway and the location or locations of all other
works, buimings, conveniences, appurtenances and appendages
thereof, shall have been determined upon, and a survey of any ~"~I~y, &e.•

such route or routes, location or locations deposited in the office of
the Secretary of State, then it shall be lawful for every such cor-
poration formed under this Act, upon payment or tender of such Payment for

compensation as hereinbefore provided by its officers, agents, lands, Ike.

engineers, superintendents, workmen and other persolls in their
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employ, to construct, maintain and operate a railway with a single
or double track, with such side tracks, turnouts, offices, stations
and depots as they may deem necessary at and between the points
named in the articles of association, commencing at or within and
extending to or into any town, city or village named as the place

~lInJetloDof of terminus, and from time to time, either before or after comple­
tion of the main line, construct, maintain and operate branches
within the limits of any county through which said railway may
pass, lay rails, and for that purpose to enter upon, take possession
of, hold, have, USE', occupy and excavate any lands, and erect any
embankments, bridges and all other necessary works, and to do all
other things which may be suitable for the completion, repairs or
management of said rail way, and for the conveyance of passengers
and freight to and from the the terminii thereof by motive power
other than steam; provided, always, that the payment or tender of
payment of all damages for the occupancy of all lands through,
under or upon which the said railwaT, and its conveniences, appur­
tenances and appendages may be laid out or located be made be­
fore the said corporation, or any person under its direction or
employ shall enter upon or break ground in the premises, except
for the purpose of surveying and laying out said railway and its
conveniences, appurtenances and appendages, and of locating the
same, unless the consent of the owner or owners of such lands be
6rst had and obtained; and provided further, that the survey of
the route of any branch shall not be filed in the office of the Secre­
tary of State until the officers or directors of the corporation shall
have deposited with the State Treasurer a sum equal to at least five

~A~~f'500 hundred dollars for every mile, and a proportionate sum for any
distance less than a mile, of such branch which it iSlropoeed to
construct, and the said treasurer shall be custodian 0 such fund,
and shall hold the same subject to be repaid to the directors or
treasurer of such company in sums of five hundred dollars for each
mile and a proportionate sum for any distance leas than a mile, of
such branch upon the construction of which it shall he proved to­
his satisfaction that such amount has been expended; and provided

Time 01 com- d further, that the construction of all such branches shall be com-
mencemenl an ced' hiu ai h f h d f 61' hcompletion, men WIt III SIX mont s rom t e ate 0 109 t e survey

thereof 88 aforesaid, and shall be completed and opened within two­
yea1'8 from the date of the commencement of the construotion as
aforesaid,

Brld&esand pu- SEcrION 113, It shall be the duty of every railway corpora­
aaa;es, tion organized under this Act, to construct and keep in repair good

and sufficient bridges and passages over, under or 8C1'088 the said
railway or right of way where any public or other road, street or
avenue now or hereafter laid out shall cross the same, 80 that pub-
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lic travel on the said road shall not be impeded thereby; and it is
further provided, that such bridges shall be of such width and
character, as shall be suitable to the locality in which the same are
situated; and also where the said railway shall intersect any farm
or lands of any individual, to provide and keep in repair suitable
and convenient wagonways over, under and across the said railway, w
and shall also construct and maintain Imitable and proper cattle Ca~e:=.
guards at all road crossings; provided always, that in caseany such ero.1nlltreeto.

railway shall cross any street and streets, highway or highways, in &c.

any city or incorporated town, it shall be either above or below the
grade of said street or streets, highway or highways, at such dis-
tance as shall not interfere with the free and uninterrupted use of
such street or streets, highway or highways; prouidedjurther, that
the Council of ~ city or the Commissioners of any incorporated
town, or other p~ns having authority or control over said high-)~
ways and streets respectively may grant permission to said corpora-
tion to cross such street or streets, highway or highways, within
the limits of the respective city or incorporated town at grade, if
they shall deem it to be for the best interest of the city or incor­
porated town; and further provided, that in the event that such
corporation shall not, within a reasonable time after notification
from the Council of the City or Commissioners of the incorporated
town or other persons having authority or control over said high-
ways and streets respectively in which such bridges and paSRages
are to be constructed or repaired, proceed to construct or repair the
same as required by this Act, the said Council or Commissioners or
other persons having authority or control over said highways and
streets respectively, may in the corporate name of such city or
town, institute proceedings in the Court of Chancery against such
corporation to compel the specific performance of the duties imposed
upon such corporation by this section of this Act, and in case a
decree shall be made against such corporation in said proceedings,
commanding it to specifically perform said duties within such time,
the Chancellor, upon proof of such neglect or refusal, may in his
discretion, issue a writ of injuction to restrain said corporation
from the exercise of any franchise or the transaction of any busi-
ness in this State until the said corporation shall have obeyed the
command of such decree and paid the costs of said proceedings;
and further provided, that the said Council or Commissioners or
other persons having authority or control over said highways and
streets respectively, in the event of the failure of such corporation
to construct or repair such bridges or passages within a reasonable
time after notification as aforesaid, may if they deem it advisable
so to do, proceed themselves to construct and repair such bridges
or passages, and when the costs thereof shall have been ascertained,
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the same may be collected of and from said corporation by said
Council or Commissioners or other persons having authority or
control over said highways and streets respectively, by an action at
law in any court of competent jurisdiction; provided further, that
the permission of the Council of any city or the Commissioners of
any incorporated town or other persons having authority or control
over said highways and streets respectively, hereinbefore referred
to, shall not be necessary for the purpose of crossing any street or
streets, highway or highways, at grade, unless said street or streets,
highway or hi~hways, at the point where said railway shall cross
or at some point between the crossing of said railway and the
nearest terminus of said street or streets, highway or highways,
shall be in actual use by and for pedestrians and teams at the time
of the acquirement of the right of way of said railway across such
street or streets, highway or highways.

SECTION 114. That any railway corporation created under this
Croul"l I ed fIlre&lllS. &:c. Act, which shall have du y locat the route 0 its railway by a

survey deposited in the office of the Secretary of State, as required
by Section 112 shall have power in the construction of its said
railway on such route, to cross any canal, navigable steam or water
course between its terminii, but in such manner as not unnecessarily

Croalq rail. to impede the navigation and use thereof; and shall also have
roadaorrall- power to cross any railway or railroad intervening between such
..ars· terminii and acquire the necessary casement for such crossing either

by agreement with the corporation owner thereof or, on failure to
agreed, by condemnation proceedings in the manner prescribed by
Section 78. Provided, however, that when ever practicable so to

~r:e::o':':;:~ do the crossing of any railroad at grade shall be avoided, but if not
practicable, the crossing may be at grade, subject to the further
provision in this section contained, and in that event, it shall be the
duty of the corporation whose railroad track or tracks shall cross
the track or tracks of the railroad company, to so construct its rail­
way track or tracks, as that on each side of the right of way of the
railroad company so crossed and at a safe and convenient distance
therefrom, there shall be a disconnection in each rail of the railway

SWllcbel, &c. tracks capable of being connected by means of a switch arrange­
ment whereby the said railway tracks may be made continuous for
the passage of the cars of the railway company over the right of
way and tracks of the railroad company, which shall be operated
at the expense of the railway company by a competent agent thereof

DoclaloDOfqllel- who .shall always be on duty at said crossi!1g for this pu~; and
~llit;~~=~~· Pffirovtedlded fu.rt

l
hehr, that n.o sucfh ghrade cr~lbn.gl' shalfl be permhltted

d
or

c:roulap. e ec unti t e question 0 t e praetica I rty 0 an over ea or
underground crossing shall have been considered and determined
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by the Chancellor, who shall upon the petition or bill of the com­
pany, desiring to effect such croesiog at grade, have full power and
jurisdiction upon notice to, and answer by the company whose
tracks are proposed to be 80 crossed to hear, and, determine the
matter by an appropriate decree, either refusin~ or permitting the
CI'088ing at grade, and if permitted, to prescribe and regulate by
such decree the manner and character-of the said croesing, together
with such safeguards against collisions thereat in addition to those
by this section provided for as he may deem proper with the right Appeal.

of appeal from the Chancellor's decree to the Supreme Court by
either party as in other cases in equity; and provided further that
any railway may cr088 any other railway either at grade, or over
head or under grade by an adequate structure, which, if under
grade, shall be so located and constructed as not to disturb the road-
bed 80 intersected, or, if overhead, shall be at such an elevation as
not to impede or interfere with the free and safe passage of the
cars on the railway so crossed. l!'-~

SECTION 115. That any corporation created under this Act for TI r
the purpose of constructing a railway shall commence the proposed me'::~':n::".-:m
construction within six months from the date of its organization, completl....

and complete at least one track of said railway within two years
from the date of commencement as aforesaid; proWled, that if any
such company or corporation organized under this Act shall fail to
comply with the provisions of this section it shall thereby forfeit the
franchises given it by this Act; provided, further, that if any such
corporation organized under this Act shall be restrained, prevented
or enjoined by any proceedings whatever at law or in equity from
prosecuting the work on its railway, or from opening or completing
its said railway, the time during which any such corporation shall
be 80 restrained, prevented or enjoined shall not be taken or com-
puted as any part of the time allowed and limited in this section
for the opening and completing of said railway.

SE<m:ON 116. Any corporation organized onder this Act for Power 10 borrow

the construction and operation of a railway shall have power to mODey.

borrow such sums of money, from time to time, not exceeding in
the aggregate double the amount of its fnll paid capital stock as
shall be necessary to build, construct or repair its railway, and fur-
nish all necessary cars and equipments for the nse and objects ofPurpoHi.
said corporation, and to secure the repayment thereof by the exe­
cution, negotiation and sale of any bond or bonds, secured by mort- SecurlDI­

gage on said lands, privileges, franchises and appurtenances of and
belonging to the said corporation; provided, that said corporation
shall not plead any statute or statutes against usury in any court of
law or equity in any suit instituted to enforce the payment of any
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bond or mortgage executed under the provisions of this section ;
and prooided.further, that said bonds and mortgages shall constitute
a first lien on the railway, its cars, real estate and franchises, and
the proceeds of said bonds shall be used for the purpose of aiding
in the construction and operation of Raid railway; and prooided,
further, that if any person or persons shall issue such bonds to any
greater amount than double the amount, at the time of such issue,

~:~~::~rbondl. that shall have been actually paid up on the capital stock of such
railway, he, she or they shall be guilty of a misdemeaner, and shall
be punished by a fine of not less than two thousand dollars, or by
imprisonment for not more than three years, or both, at the discre­
tion of the Cou rt.

Sec. 8410 apply. SECTION 117. The provisions of Section 84 of this Act shall
be applicable to all railways that may be located and constructed
under this Act elsewhere than on turnpikes, highways or puplic
roads.

~;r~~p- SECTION 118. Any person who willfully or maliciously ob-
structs any railway company in the legal use of ita tracks, or de­
lays the passing of cars or rail way carriages thereon or aids or abets
such detention or delay, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
fifty dollars, to be by it recovered in any court having competent
jurisdiction in an action of debt; and further shall be liable for all
damages sustained,

SECTION 119. Every railway corporation formed under this
SIa;na1 boarda. Act shall cause signal boards, well supported by posts, or otherwise,

at such heights as to be easily seen by travelers, and not obstruct­
ing travel, containing on each side in capital letters, at least five
inches high, the following inscription: " RAILWAY CROSS­
ING." to be placed and constantly maintained, at such public
highway where it is crossed by the railway at the same level; but
such boards need not be put up in the cities or towns, unless re­
quired by the authorities thereof.

Any corporation failing to comply with or violating or per­
mitting any of its employees or agents to violate any of the pro­
visions of this section, shall in addition to subjecting itself to any
damages that may be caused by such failure or violation, be guilty
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, be fined for each
failure or violation, not less than one hundred dollars nor more
than five hundred dollars.

Annual report 10 SECTION 120. It shall be the duty of every railway corpora-
otockholden.

tion created under the provisions of this Act. to make an annual
report to the stockholders of its operations during the year, which
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report shall be verified by the affidavftof the secretary and treas­
urer and shall state:

The entire length of the railway in operation, the length of
single track and the length of double track;

The full amount of capital stock actually subscribed and the
full amount paid thereon;

The entire amount of the actual cost of the railway, showing
the emount expended for the right of way, bridging, grading, iron
and building respectively, and for all other purposes incidental to
the construction of such railway;

The nature and amount of its indebtedness, distinguishing the
first, second and third mortgage bonds, and the unsecured indebt­
edness and the amount due the corporation;

The amount received from all sources whatever and the full
amount expended for all purposes;

The entire amount paid for loss and damage to freight and
injury to person and property;

The full number and amount of dividends and when made
and in what manner such dividends have been paid;

The entire amount appropriated to sinking fund and the man-
ner in which the same bas been applied, and the total amount then F IIn&
held by such sinking fund; the secretary of each railway corpora- i copy.

tion, formed as aforesaid, shall mail to every stockholder thereof,
whose post 'lffice address is known, a coPY of said annual report
and shall file a certified copy thereof with the Secretary of State
on or before the expiration of fifteen days. k!--

SECTION 121. Any two or more railway corporations created Mel'I~.

under this Act, or anyone of such corporations and a corporation
now existing for the construction and operation of a railway, whose
charter does not prohibit merger or consolidation, may consolidate
into a single corporation in the manner provided in Section 54 of
this Act, and the other sections hereof relating to the consolidation
of corporations, and such new corporations shall p088e88 all the
powers, rights and privileges conferred upon such two or more
corporations, and shall be subject to all the restrictions and liabili-
ties and shall perform all the duties imposed by the provisions of
their res~ve charters, or certificates uf incorporation not inoon­
Ilistent With the provisions of this Act.

SECTION 122. Every railway corporation organized under this r_ to Slue.

.-..
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Act shall be required, upon filing its certificate, to pay to the Secre­
tary of State the fees hereinafter provided for; and also pay tax or

OIlIatax...
taxes as are or may be imposed by law or by any authority having

~ jurisdiction.

Nacto..,~..-. SECTION 123. That no railway shall be authorized or
:o':'f.ld." il empowered hereunder nor shall any consent or authorization of any

board of officials, city, county or hundred, be held to authorize any
railway to be constructed, maintained or operated upon any street
upon which any track is now laid.

Te1.....ph aDd SEcrION 124. That it shall be lawful for every railroad or
telephoDC for
UIC of road. railway corporation organized under the provisions of this Act or

existing under the laws of this State and they are hereby author­
ized and empowered to erect, establish and maintain a line or lines
of telegraph or telephone for their own use, along and upon the
lands and right of way of such railroad or railway corporations.

SEcrION 125. Whenever the words" DIRECTORS" and
" MA NAGERS " appear in any of the provisions of this Act, they
shall be construed to be synonymous terms; and whenever the
word" RAILROAD" occurs it shall be construed to be a road,
the engine, cars, carriages and coaches on which are propelled by
steam power; and whenever the word" RAILWAY" occurs, it
shall be construed to bea road, the cars, carriages and coaches on
which are propelled by electricity, by cable, motor or by any im­
proved motor power, other than steam.

~ &: SECTION 126. That a copy of any article of association for
~~~' e., evl· the construction of railways filed and recorded in pursuance to the

provisions of this Act, or of the record thereof, with a copy of the
affidavit aforesaid, endorsed thereon or annexed thereto, and duly
certified to be a copy by the Secretary of State, shall be presump­
tive evidence of the incorporation of such corporation and of facts

'::J therein stated.

:we:~~~:;:.. SEcrI?N 1~7. hOnffi~lingfanhY ceSecrtificate or
f

°sther pahpe~ reillat~ng
to corporations 1D teo ce 0 t e retary 0 tate, t e 10 owing

. fees and taxes shall be paid to the Secretary of State, for the use of
the State: For certificate of incorporation, fifteen cents for each
thousand dollars of the total amount of capital stock authorized,
but in no case less than twenty dollars, and when any certificate of
increase of the capital stock shall be filed as required by this Act,
the Secretary of State shall demand and receive, for the use of the
State, fifteen cents on each one thousand dollars of such increase i
and when two or more corporations shall consolidate or merge, he
shall demand and receive, for the use of the State, fifteen cents on
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each one thousand dollars of capital stock authorized beyond the
total authorized capital of the corporations consolidated or merged,
but in no case less than twenty dollars.

Upon receiving and filing a certificate of dissolution, change
of name, amended certificates of organization (other than those
authorizing increase of capital stock), decrease of capital stock, in-
crease or decrease of the number of shares, he shall demand and E

receive twenty dollars. All other certificates five dollars, Provided, xemptlo....
that in Case of corporations for religious, charitable or educational
purposes the tax shall not be charged or collected.

The fees of the Secretary of State under this Act shall be as Fees or Secretary
follows: ofStare.

For certified copies, the same as is now provided by law for
the Secretary of State for certificates and copying; for receiving,
filing and indexing certificates, statements, affidavits, decrees, agree­
ments, surveys, reports and any other papers provided for by this
Act two dollars in each case; for recording and indexing certifi­
cates, articles of association and other papers required by this Act
to be recorded by the Secretary of State the same fees as are now
provided by law for the recording of deeds. ~

SECTION 128. For all purposes of title, action, attachment,SI',usorowner­

garnishment taxation and jurisdiction of all courts held in this shlp OIsIOCk.

State, the situs of the ownership of the capital stock of all corpo-
rations existing under the laws of this State, whether organized
under this Act or otherwise, shall be regarded as in this State. v:::---

SECTION 129. Any corporation existing under the laws ofRenewal of ex­

this State may, at any time before the expiration of the time~t1nicorpora­

limited. for its existence, procure a renewal of its charter for any' Onl,
o period, together with all the rights, franchises, privileges and im­
munities, and subject to all its existing debts, duties and liabilities,
secured or imposed by ite then existing charter, by filing a certifi-
cate of its President and Secretary, duly sworn or affirmed to by ~16Cale.fiIIDJt.

such officer before any person authorized by the laws of this State
to administer oaths or affirmations, with the Secretary of State: Coarenta cf ce...

which certificate shall set forth: ti6ca'e.

1. The name of the corporation, which shall be the existing
name of said corporation at the time of such renewal.

2. The name of the city, town or place within the county in
which its principal office or place of business is located in this
State.



500

f
J

I

I LAWS OF DELAWARE.

OF ~RPORATIONS.

Evidence.

3. The date when such renewal is to commence, which date
shall be prior to the date of the expiration of the charter desired to
be renewed, whether or not such renewal is to be perpetual, and, if
not perpetual, the time for which such renewal is to continue.

4. That the corporation desiring to renew and so renewing its
charter is duly organized and carrying on the business authorized
by its existing charter.

WheD tiled, SECTION 130. Such certificate for the renewal and continu­
recorded,&c. ance of the existence of any such corporation shall be filed in the

office of the Secretary of State, who shall furnish a certified copy
of the same under his hand and seal of office; said certified copy
shall be recorded in the office of the Recorder of the countv in
which the principal office of said corporation is located in' this
State, in a book kept for the purpose; and said certificate or a
certified copy thereof duly certified under the hand of the Secretary
of State and his seal of office accompanied with the certificate of
the Recorder of the county wherein the same is recorded under his
hand and seal of his office, stating that it has been recorded, the
record of the same in the office of the Recorder aforesaid, or a
copy of said record duly certified by the Recorder aforesaid, or
the record of such certified copy recorded in the Recorder's office
aforesaid, shall be in evidence in all courts of law and equity of
this State.

~ }'eesofState. SECTION 131. Upon the renewal of the existence of any cor-
poration it shall pay to the Secretary of State, for the use of the
State, a tax of twenty dollars before the delivery of a certified
copy of its certificate of renewal by him to it.

SECTION 132. Any corporation, desiring to renew, extend and
continue its corporate existence, shall upon complying with the

ProvioiOD5ohhi. provisions of sections 129, 130 and 131 of this Act, and with the
act to apply provisions of section 2 of article 9 of the Constitution of this State,

beand continue for the time stated, in its certificate of renewal a
corporation and shall, in addition to the rights, privileges and im­
munities conferred by its original charter, poSBe8Il and enjoy all
the benefits of this Act, which are applicable to the nature of its
business, and shall be subject to the restrictions and liabilities b)'
this Act imposed on such corporations.

Po'!er ofboco\md· SECTION 133. Any cort:ration created under the provisions
panics [0 d I .
lIock, boDd.,&c., of this act may purchase, 01, eel, aBB11n, transfer, mortgage,
of other com- led therwi di I! h h th ital k I!paDlcs. p ge or 0 erwise ISpoae OJ, t e s ares 0 e capt stoc OJ, or

any bonds, securities or evidence of indebtedness created by any
other corporation or corporations of this State or any other State,
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county, nation or government, and thill owner of said stock may
exercise all the rights, powers and p,jyileges of ownership includ­
ing the right to vote thereon.

SECTION 134. It shall be lawful for the incorporators of any Amonwb"l,cer.
. bef h f f . . I fil 116eato ercrecorporation, ore t e payment 0 any part 0 Its capital, to e carmoDl of Cap·

with the Secretary of State, an amended certificate, duly signed by la .,ock.

the incorporators named in the original certificate of incorporation,
and duly acknowledged in the manner in this act required for cer-
tificates of incorporation, in this act heretofore provided for, modi-
fying, changing or altering its original certificate of incorporation
in whole or in part; said Secretary of State shall furnish a certi-
fied copy under his hand and seal of office, and said certified copy
shall be recorded in the office of the Recorder of the county in
which its original certificate of incorporation was recorded; said
amended certificate shall take the place of the original certificate
of incorporation, and shall be deemed to have been filed and re-
corded on the date of the filing and recording of the original cer-
tificate; provided, 1wwefJer that nothing herein contained shall per-
mit the insertion of any matter not in conformity with the pro-
visions of this Act. For filing any such amended certificate of in- Fee of Stato.

corporation the Secretary of State shall receive for the use of the
State, a tax of twenty dollars, and if the capital stock of the cor­
poration is increased by any such amended certificate he shall receive,
as aforesaid, an additional sum of fifteen cents for each one thou-
sand dollars of increase.

SECTION 135. Every corporation organized under this Act~.. aDd

may change the nature of its business, change its name, change amOD meal •.

the par value of the shares of its capital stock, change the location
of its principal office in this State, extend its corporate existence,
create one or more classes of preferred stock, and make such other
amendments, change or alteration as may be desired, in manner
following:

The Board of Directors shall p~ a resolution declaring that How~..

such change or alteration is advisable and calling a meeting of the
stockholders to take action thereon; the meeting shall be held upon
such notice as the by-laws provide, and in the absence of such pro-
vision, upon ten days' notice, given personally or by snail; if two-
thirds in interest of each class of the stockholders having voting
power shall vote in favor of such amendment, change or alteration,
a certificate thereof shall be signed by the president and secretary
under the corporate seal, acknowledged by said president and secre-
tary, before an officer authorized by the laws of this State to take
acknowledgement of deeds, to be the act, deed and certificate of
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such corporation. And such certificate acknowledged as aforesaid,
together with the assent in person or by proxy, of two-thirds in
interest of each class of such stockholders, shall be filed in the
office of the Secretary of State, and a coPY thereof duly certified
by the Secretary of State shall be recorded in the office of the
Recorder of the county in which the original certificate of incor­
poration is recorded, and upon so filing and recording the same, the
certificate of incorporation shall be deemed to be amended accord­
ingly; provided, that such certificate of amendment, change or
alteration shall contain only such provisions as it would be lawful
and proper to insert in an original certificate of incorporation made
at the time of making such amendment, and the certificate of the
Secretary of State that such certificate and assent have been filed
in his office, the record of the same in the office of ti.e Recorder
aforesaid, or a copy of said record certified by the Recorder afore- .
said, shall be taken and accepted as evidence of such change or
alteration in all courts and places.

I:3Em'ION 136. That in all cases where it is not otherwise pro­
vided by the by-laws the meetings of the stockholders of every
corporation in this State shall be held at its principal office in this
State; the directors may hold their meetings, and have an office or
offices outside of this State, if the by-laws or certificate of incorpo­
ration so provide; and every corporation shall maintain a principal
office or place of business in this State, and have an agent resident
of this State in charge thereof.

Ssorrox 137. Every corporation shall have power to create
two or more kinds of stock of such classes, with such designations,
preferences and voting powers, or restriction or qualification thereof,
as shall be stated and expressed in the certificate of incorporation; and
the power to increase or decrease the stock, as ill this Act elsewhere
provided, shall apply to all and any of the classes of stock; but at
no time shall the total amount of the preferred stocks exceed two­
thirds of the actual capital paid in CMh or property; and such pre­
ferred stock may, if desired, be made subject to redemption at not
less than par at a fixed time and place, to be expressed in the cer­
tificate thereof; and the holders thereof shall be entitled to receive,
and the corporators shall be bound to pay thereon a fixed yearly
dividend, to be expressed in the certificate, not exceeding eight per
centum, payable quarterly, half yearly or yearly, before any divi­
dend shall be set apart or paid on the common stock, and such
dividends lI'2ay be made cumulative; and in no event slaall a holder
of preferred stock be personally liable for the debts of the corpora­
tion; but in case of insolvency its debts or other liabilities shall be
paid in preference to the preferred stock, ualess its original oertifi-
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cate of incorporation shall otherwise provide, no corporation
shall create preferred stock, except by authority given to
the board of directors by a vote of at least two-thirds of the
stock voted at a meeting of the common stockholders, duly called
for that purpose; the terms" general stock" and "common stock"
are synomymous. When any corporation shall issue stock for labor Stock Ifor &laOOr,

• proper y. Co
done or personal property or real estate or leaees thereof, 10 the ab-
sence of fraud in the transaction, the judgment of the directors 8B

to the value of such labor, property, real estate or leases shall be
conclusive.

SECTION 138. Any corporation of this State existing at the CiwlIes andal.

time this Act becomes a law whether created by special Act leratloooin na-, lure of bualneu.
of the Legislature or general law, may chauge the nature of its ltc.• as In Sec.

business, be permitted to hold real and personal property of a 135·

greater or less amount in val ue, increase or decrease its capital
stock, change its name, change the par value of the shares of its
capital stock, change the location of its principal office or place of
business in this State, and fix any method of altering its by-laws
permitted by an~' law of this State, in the manner prescribed in
Section 135 of this Act, and any corporatiou may in the same
manner relinquish one or more branches of its business or extend
its business to such branches as might have been inserted in its
original charter or certificate of inoorporation, not contrary to the
laws of this State.
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SECTION 139. All laws or parts of laws inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed; provided, hoiaeoer, that
all rights, privileges and immunities vested or accrued by and
under prior laws, all suits pending, all rights of action conferred,
and all duties, restrictions, liabilities and penalties imposed or
required by and under laws prior hereto shall not be impaired,
diminished or affected hereby.

Approved lrfarch 10, A. D. 1899.
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