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W. Donald Sparks II, Director of Richards, Layton 
& Finger, P.A., practices primarily in the areas of 
estate planning, estate administration, tax-exempt 
organizations and fiduciary litigation.  He received 
his B.A. degree, summa cum laude, from 
Dartmouth College and his J.D. from Yale Law 
School where he served as a Senior Editor of the 
Yale Law Journal.  He clerked for Judge Caleb 
Wright of the U. S. District Court for the District of 
Delaware.  He is a fellow of the American College 
of Trust and Estate Counsel ("ACTEC") and 
currently the Chair of the ACTEC State Chairs 
Steering Committee. He is a member of the Real 

Property and Trusts Section of the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the Tax 
and Estates and Trusts Sections of the American Bar and Delaware Bar 
Associations.  He is a past chairman of the Delaware Bar Association Section of 
Taxation, a past Chairman of the Delaware Bar Association Estates and Trusts 
Section, and a past Chairman of the Estate Planning Council of Delaware, Inc. 
He is a frequent speaker and author on estates, trusts, and other tax-related topics 
having appeared for ACTEC, The University of Miami Estate Planning Institute, 
the Delaware Tax Institute and the Delaware Bankers Association Trust 
Conference. He has also served as a Board member and officer of numerous 
charitable organizations, including the Brandywine Conservancy & Museum of 
Art. 
 


