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The history of academic dress begins in the early days of the oldest universities. A statute of 1321 required all 
“Doctors, Licentiates, and Bachelors” of the Portuguese University of Coimbra to wear gowns.  In England during 
the second half of the 14th century, the statutes of certain colleges forbade “excess apparel” and prescribed the 
wearing of a long gown. It is still a question whether academic dress finds its sources chiefly in ecclesiastical or in 
civilian dress. Gowns may have been considered necessary for warmth in the unheated buildings used by medieval 
scholars. Hoods may have served to cover the tonsured head until superseded for that purpose by the skull cap. The 
cap was later displaced by a headdress similar to ones now recognized as “academic.” European institutions 
continue to show great diversity in their specifications of academic dress. 

 
In the United States, the practice of wearing academic apparel dates back to colonial times, but there was no 

uniform standard of approved attire until 1895 when a commission of leading American educators devised a code 
of academic dress. Although modified in 1932 by the American Council on Education, this code continues to 
govern the style of academic dress today. 

 
GOWNS The gown for the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves and is worn closed. The gown for the 

master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, with the sleeve base hanging down in the traditional 
manner. The rear part of the sleeve’s oblong shape is square cut and the front part has an arc cut away. It may be 
worn open or closed. The gown for the doctor’s degree has bell-shaped sleeves and may be worn open or closed. 
Bachelor’s and master’s gowns have no trimmings, but the doctor’s may be faced on the front with black or 
colored velvet and with three bars of the same across the sleeves. If color is used, it is the color distinctive of the 
subject to which the degree pertains, and it matches the edging or binding of the hood. The colors associated with 
the different disciplines include the following: 

HOODS Hoods are lined with the official color or colors of the college or university conferring the degree. The 
binding or edging of the hood is the color indicative of the subject to which the degree pertains. 
 

CAPS Mortarboards are generally worn as part of the academic costume. The long tassel fastened to the middle 
point of the cap’s top is either black or the color appropriate to the subject, except that the doctor’s cap may have 
its tassel of gold threads. It is customary for degree candidates to wear the tassels on the right front side before 
degrees are conferred and to shift them to the left when the degrees are awarded. 
 

THE MACE A ceremonial staff carried by the Grand Marshal of the University to open and close academic 
convocations. 

ACADEMIC DRESS 

Arts, Letters, Humanities—White  
Commerce, Accountancy, 
Business—Drab Brown 
Economics—Copper 
Education—Light Blue 
Engineering—Orange 
Fine Arts—Brown 
Journalism—Crimson 
Law—Purple 
Library Science—Lemon 

Medicine—Green 
Music—Pink 
Nursing—Apricot 
Philosophy and Psychology—Dark Blue 
Physical Education—Sage Green 
Public Administration—Peacock Blue 
Public Health—Salmon Pink 
Science—Golden Yellow 
Social Work—Citron 
Theology—Scarlet 



COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
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Processional: “Pomp and Circumstance” Elgar 

(The audience will remain seated for the Processional                                                                                                                                    
but rise for the singing of the National Anthem.) 

Opening of the Ceremony Todd J. Clark  
Dean & Professor of Law 

The National Anthem  Professor James R. May 
 

Welcome Stacey M. Robertson, Ph.D. 
President, Widener University 

Alumni Association Welcome Renae B. Axelrod Hammer, Esquire ‘91 
President, Alumni Association 

Response Benjamin Wayne Byerly 
Class Valedictorian 

 

 
Outstanding Faculty Award 
 

 
Dean Clark 

 The Conferring of Degrees* President Robertson 

  Closing Dean Clark 

(The audience will remain seated until the Recessional is completed.) 

Faculty Marshals are Associate Dean Alice E. Eakin and Professor Serena M. Williams 

 

 

*Since final action cannot always be taken before the printing of this program, Widener University reserves 

the right to add or remove names and academic honors from the list of candidates for degrees. 

 

 

Restrooms on the Delaware Campus are located in Polishook Hall. 

Introduction of the Commencement Speaker 

 

 

Christopher A. Coons 

United States Senator 

for the State of Delaware 

Remarks                                                                Dean Clark 

(Introduced by Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Paul S. Beideman) 

Commencement Address Senator Coons 
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

 
    CHRISTOPHER A. COONS 

    United States Senator for the State of Delaware 

Chris Coons was elected to the United States Senate in 2010 following terms as New Castle Coun-

ty Council President and New Castle County Executive. In the Senate, he sits on the Appropria-

tions, Judiciary, Foreign Relations, Small Business and Entrepreneurship, and   Ethics Commit-

tees.  

 

Before entering government, Chris worked as an attorney for W.L. Gore & Associates, an ad-

vanced materials manufacturer in Delaware. As a law student, Chris founded the Delaware chapter 

of the national “I Have a Dream” Foundation, which helps low-income students make the academ-

ic journey from elementary school through college. Shortly after receiving his law degree and 

clerking on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, Chris began working at the organiza-

tion’s national office, where he launched and ran its AmeriCorps program in fifteen cities.  

 

Chris graduated from Amherst College with a B.A. in chemistry and political science, and earned 

a law degree from Yale Law School and a Master’s in Ethics from Yale Divinity School. A long-

time New Castle County resident, Chris lives in Wilmington with his wife, Annie, and their three 

children, Michael, Jack, and Maggie.  



CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 

† Mid-year Graduate  
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DOCTOR OF JURIDICAL SCIENCE IN CORPORATE & BUSINESS LAW 

MASTER OF LAWS IN GENERAL STUDIES 

†Janaina Palma 
  

 †Monica Beard 
 

Inès Cesbron 
 

Clara Gayet 
 

 
MASTER OF LAWS IN CORPORATE LAW & FINANCE  

MASTER OF LAWS IN GENERAL STUDIES 

CONCENTRATION IN HUMAN RIGHTS AND DIGNITY LAW 

Josephine Basquin 
Annaelle Cheynet 
Morgane Denieul 

Mariam Salwa Ghalim 
Jessy Kadiata 

 
 

Olivia Leveille Nizerolle Le Gouey 
Choé Megan Tiger Painter 

Matthieu Parent 
Emma Getou Marie Tshikongo Vakala 

Solenne Wald 

  
Garance Sixtine Lissandre Hilaire 

  
†Matias Leite 

 Sulaiman Khaled Alajlan 
 

 Owaled Mohmmed Albalawi 
   

Yasir Hussain Almalki 
 
 
 

†Fernanda D’Avila 
 

Bruno de Macedo Dias 
  

 
   
 
 

MASTER OF LAWS IN AMERICAN LEGAL STUDIES 

      
Lola Kenza Amara 

Thomas Carolus 
Hippolyte Louis Pierre Caron 

Yasmine Chantah El Hadri 
Claire Edith Barbara Defosse 

Constance Fabienne Carole Fontaine 
Louise Guibert 
Laurie Lagier 

  
                                                                                                       
 

 
Aurelie Axelle Losada 

     Leoni Maher 
Chloé Marchal 

Rose Marret 
Lucie Luanna Molines 

     Augustin Pastres 
Kim Marinette C. Queyranne 
Gustave David Marie Salliou 

Abigail Sibi 



† Mid-year Graduate  

MASTER OF JURISPRUDENCE IN CORPORATE & BUSINESS LAW  

MASTER OF JURISPRUDENCE IN HEALTH LAW 

MASTER OF JURISPRUDENCE/MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

 
Debra Lynne Monaghan 

Svetlana Alexandrovna Dubrovina 
 

Anna Fetisova 
 

Ivan Aleksandrovich Gavrilov 
 

Alexander Evgenievich Kolesnikov 
 

†Valeriia Natsvina 
 

Tawan C. Nash 

Dawn M. Cogger 
 

Rachel Sears Thompson 
 

JoAnn M. Kleschick 
 

Sharonda Johnson 
 

Carol Ann Leashefski 
 

†Khalid Ben Wahib 
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JURIS DOCTOR/MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
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             Casey M. Carson  

           5Tarriya J. Carter 

                 3Dr. Earl J. Catagnus Jr. 

            Sarah M. Cataldo 

           5Samuel J. Cholden 

           5Tahmina Chowdhury 

            Olivia Christine Christy 

                 3Dominick Angelius Cintron-King 

            Ethan Clarke                                            

                3Allison M. Clay 

            McKenna Skye Clearie 

            Noah Colton 

            Samuel J. Conrad 

                 3Shaun C. Cristol 

      †,3James Patrick Crowley 

       Claritza L. Cruz 

           3Ashley Catherine Curran 

            Alisyn Laura Davis 

         †Ashley L. Davis, Esq. 

         3,5Saralynn Grace Davis 

           3Colin P. Dean 

           5Imani Decuir 

            Anthony J. DePasquale 

            Charles E. DeSantis-Weiner 

            Lindsay Max DeSantis-Weiner 

           5Benjamin L. DiBartolo 

            Nicole M. Dimaggio 

                 3Stephanie Donlevie 

                 3Camryn E. Downes 

         †Danielle R. Dreier, Esq. 

         2Joy Eanes 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Paul Morris Aaroe III 

       3Kyle James Adams 
     3Sean William Agar 

     Mac Alasad-Murphy 
       Grant Allison 
  †,3Nicholas Altopiedi, Esq. 

  5Zia Ashraf 

   Daniel H. Ayres 

     3Ashley C. Azato 

5Emily Michelle Baker 

     3Shanzil Baquer 

     3Christian Joseph Basso 

       Yvette Bell 

    Katherine Amanda Bierly 

  3Hannah Noel Billbrough 

  3Livia Marie Billen 

  5Alexandria Marie Bisch 

   Yanelle Minique Boayue 

 3Katherine S. Bole 

 2,4Nicholas Giuseppe Borelli 

    Colin Borneman 

  3Ryan R. Borowski 

 5Andrew J. Bradway Jr. 

   Jason Brockman 

   Jason Ross Brockman 

  Andrew A. Brown 

 William Paul Buehler 

 Edward Thomas-Quinn Burns 

 Taylor L. Burns   

  1,4Benjamin Wayne Byerly 

          Rebecca P. Caplinger 

             3Morgan Paige Caramenico 

JURIS DOCTOR 

Bonn Allen 

1 Summa Cum Laude      2 Magna Cum Laude      3 Cum Laude      4 Wolcott Fellow (see pg 8)                                        
5  Pro Bono Distinction (see pg 8)       6  Phi Kappa Phi (see pg 8)       † Mid-year Graduate  
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1 Summa Cum Laude      2 Magna Cum Laude      3 Cum Laude      4 Wolcott Fellow (see pg 8)                                        
5  Pro Bono Distinction (see pg 8)       6  Phi Kappa Phi (see pg 8)       † Mid-year Graduate  

     Nicole Efunnuga 

     Airyanna A. Elkins 

    1Heather Marie Fithian 

    3Nicole M. Fitzpatrick 

    2Peter W. Ford 

    †Jessica E. Frost, Esq. 

  3Matthew R. Gade 

5Shantel Galloway 

 April R. Garcia *In Memoriam 

  Darrien M. Gaskins 

  2,5Sarah E. Gawrysiak 

 Victoria A. Gilpin-Hudson 

2Richard Paul Glunk, M.D. 

 Danielle Marie Goble 

3Elijah Goforth 

 Nicholas M. Gold 
   3Jacob R. Goldstein 

  Jessica M. Goralski 

Natalie Sarah Graber 

Alyssa S. Gradisek 

Chevrick Graham 

Nathaniel Cole Griesbaum 

 5Domonique Grimes 

  3Delaney E. Groff 

  Kiera Chanel Gwynn 

  Andrew J. Haber 

 5Aysha Michelle Hackett 

   Kevin Hidayat 
  5Alexa Hill 

   †,3Sarah M. Hirst, Esq. 

   5Alan James Hitchner 

   5Alexander W. Howard 

   Jessica Dorothy Hume 

        Ami Marie Irvin 

     Brittany Renee Jackson 

      †Shanelle Jean-Baptiste 

  5Alyssa A. Jones 

Sarah Mareka Kane 

        3John P. Kelly 

    3,4Jazmine Brianna King 

 Andrew Ellis Kirn 

 Spencer H. Krawitz 

  3,5Lauren Concetta Landis 

     3Alexander C. Landolfi 

       Alanna Larson 

Eric J. Lawson 

       Yary L Ledee de León 

       Minsoo C. Lee 

    Jamie Taylor Lees 

    3Marissa Nicole Lelii 
    Kate Reid Levin 

  2,5Giulia Leonardo Lino Lima 

Spencer B. Lindsay 

     3Asher E. Lovitz 

 Jing Lu 
 †,3Emily Ann Luiken, Esq. 

 †Augusten Zacharias Lupianez 

  3Bridget Moira Lynch 

 †Brett A. Mackell 

 Matthew John Marino 

 Robert C. Markofski 

       Richard Shankland Marsh 

  Randall James McCormick 

    5Kamia Moiae McDaniels 

 2,5Alyssa Taylor Atkisson McKeever 

Paige Laurel McMillin-Goodwin 

      Sean J. Melvin 

   3Samuel J. Morgan 

       Byquill Mosley 

   3Drew Thomas Mulcahy 

         Marisa A. Mullins 

      3Mamon M. Mustafa 
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1 Summa Cum Laude      2 Magna Cum Laude      3 Cum Laude      4 Wolcott Fellow (see pg 8)                                        
5  Pro Bono Distinction (see pg 8)       6  Phi Kappa Phi (see pg 8)       † Mid-year Graduate  

    Rachel A. Neave 

     Celine Niami 

     Nkemakunam L. Obata  
2,6Ronald P. Oddo 

        Gregory W. Parfitt 

  †Tarik Dawud Paul, Esq. 

 Jared A. Perskin 

   Danielle Maia Peyton 

  1Sara A. Plasse 

   Emily M. Podolnick 

   Lauren E. Preski 

  MarLisa Rice 

Montez R. Roberson 

 †Lance A. Robinson, Esq. 

  Sarah Rose Rocco 
†Jesus Rafael Rosado 

     2Stephanie Louise Roseman 

   Kristen Olivia Rozario 

      †Kathren Rubinshteyn 

Connor V. Rufo 

Christopher R. Russo 

     Gianna R. Russo 

      Namra Sandhu 

     Arione L. Santiago 

†,2Isaac Wilson Santiago, Esq. 

     Jared M. Schiavone 

      Hannah Marie Schweizer 

    Eryn Lee Scott 
      3Jillian Marie Seay 

Kelly Bachich Sheehan 

    Daniel Sheptuk 

  Hamzah Siddiqui 

   Bryanna Yvonne Smith 

        Alex Harrison Sobel 

    †Hailey Song 

 Rachel M. Sorokin 

2,6Stephen E. Sosnowicz 

  3A. Dalton Spitznogle 

Colin Wm. J. H. Stapleton-Bradley 

            Aliyah Ashley Stokes 

         Brandy Nicole Tankard 

     †,2Christine Tate 

    Fanta M. Touré 

    Shannon Troncoso 

 1,4Brianna Nicole Valentina Turner 

          Ryan E. Valentine 

     5Juliana N. Vallerini 

     †,3Jessica R. Varallo, Esq. 

    Vincent Verlingo 

Thomas Louis Vernon Jr. 

   2,6Daniella Marie Vincent 

  Jacob T. Waldman 

 Jessica Alisa Warrington 

  2Carly Anne Wasko 

 2,4Jordan White 

 2Stephanie Anne White 

Clifton K. Willson 

    Nora Marie Wixted 

     3Daniel Robert Wright 

  3Alexis N. Wyshinski 

Kaitlyn Zirrith 

Christopher Zubrzycki 
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WOLCOTT FELLOWS 

Wolcott Fellows are appointed each spring for judicial clerkships which begin the following fall. They are chosen from the top 
students in their third and fourth year of study. Fellows receive academic credit and a scholarship to clerk for justices of the 
Delaware Supreme Court during the school year. Successful applicants demonstrate excellence in academic performance and 
possess substantial experience in research and writing. 

PRO BONO, CLINIC & EXTERNSHIP RECOGNITION 

Pro Bono Distinction: Delaware Law School recognizes those students who voluntarily provided at least 50 hours of free legal 
work for organizations serving those with limited means and groups that protect civil liberties or rights. Graduates receiving pro 
bono distinction wear a red cord to honor their service. 
 
Clinics & Externships: Students who fostered access to justice through a law school clinic or externship with a public service 
agency or court are recognized for their service. Graduates who engaged in substantial service to the community through clinics 
or externships wear a red and silver cord to recognize and honor their service. 
 
 

PHI KAPPA PHI 

Widener University has a chapter of Phi Kappa Phi, the national honor society of universities.  Founded in 1897, the society 
recognizes and encourages superior scholarship in all academic disciplines.  To join, graduates must rank scholastically in the 
top ten percent of their class. 

Graduates who are members of Phi Kappa Phi wear a gold cord to signify this honor. 



     STUDENT ORGANIZATION PRESIDENTS 

 
 

Nkemakunam L. Obata, 2023-2024 
SBA President 

 
William Paul Buehler, 2022-2023 

SBA President 
 

Jessica Dorothy Hume, 2023-2024 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Society 

 
Ami Marie Irvin, 2023-2024 

Asian Law Students Association 
 

Tarriya J. Carter, 2023-2024 
Black Law Students Association 

 
Aliyah Ashley Stokes, 2022-2024 

The Eight Percent 
 

Nicholas Giuseppe Borelli, 2023-2024 
The Federalist Society 

 
Heather Marie Fithian Romansky, 2023-2024 

First Generation Law Student Association 
 

Kamia Moiae McDaniels, 2023-2024 
Intellectual Property Society 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Isaac Wilson Santiago, 2022-2023 
Latin American Law Students Association 

 
Claritza L. Cruz 2023-2024 

Latin American Law Students Association 
 

Yanelle Minique Boayue, 2023-2024 
Phi Alpha Delta 

 
Claritza L. Cruz, 2022-2023 

Real Estate Student Association 
 

Natalie Sarah Graber, 2023-2024 
Sports and Entertainment Law Association 

 
Christian Joseph Basso, 2023-2024 

State & Local Law Society 
 

Yanelle Minique Boayue, 2023-2024 
Women’s Law Caucus 

 
Sarah Mareka Kane, 2023-2024 

Youth Court 
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     STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION 



Dean’s Award                                          Heather Marie Fithian 
Awarded annually to a graduating student who, in the opinion of the dean of the law school, has demonstrated outstanding 
legal aptitude, exemplary service, significant leadership skills and the potential to become an outstanding member of the 
legal community. 
 
                                        Claritza L. Cruz 
                          Kamia Moiae McDaniels 

Dean’s Award for the Advancement of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion                     Nkemakunam L. Obata 
Awarded annually to the graduating student who, in the opinion of the dean of the law school, has demonstrated 
outstanding legal aptitude, exemplary service, significant leadership skills and the potential to become an outstanding 
member of the legal community. 
 

   
The Howard M. Berg Award                                     Stephanie Louise Roseman 

Awarded to an outstanding member of the graduating class whose scholarship, character, personality, activities in the 
affairs of the school and promise of efficacy in the practice of law deserves special recognition. 
 

The William J. Conner Memorial Award for Administrative Law                                                    Drew Thomaas Mulcahy 
Presented to the graduating student who demonstrates academic excellence especially in administrative law, and an interest 
in public service. 

 
The Nicole Cullison Memorial Award                                                                                                                   Eryn Lee Scott       

This award was established in the memory of Nicole Cullison, a member of the Class of 2003, and is given to a graduating 
student on the basis of overall character and experience in Widener’s clinics or other non-profit legal services agency. 
Preference is given to a graduating student who has demonstrated determination in completing his/her studies. 
 

The Erin Daly First Generation Award                                                                                         Heather Marie Fithian 
Awarded to a first-generation law student who demonstrates an outstanding commitment to service to his or her 
community.    
 

The Honorable Joseph W. deFuria Commencement Award                                                                       Jordan White 
Awarded to a graduating student who has demonstrated outstanding service to the law school, high academic achievement, 
and effectiveness in dealing with peers, faculty, administrators and the community in general. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                  Nicholas Giuseppe Borelli  
The Judge J. Cullen Ganey Criminal Procedure Award                                                                     Benjamin Wayne Byerly 

Awarded annually to the graduating law student(s) achieving the highest grades in the area of criminal law. 
 

The Dr. Arnold V. Giusini Award                                                                       Brianna Nicole Valentina Turner 
Awarded to a graduating student in the top 10% of the class, who is preparing to take the bar exam, and who has a sincere 
interest in eventually pursuing a career in academia.  
 

The Graham Foundation Award                                                                                                                        John P. Kelly 
Awarded annually to a graduating law school student whose demonstrated commitment to the Moot Court Honor Society 
and intellectual excellence deserves exceptional recognition above and beyond his/her peers. 
 

The Reed Hamilton Memorial Award                                                                      Brianna Nicole Valentina Turner 
Awarded to a graduating student who demonstrates excellence and a strong interest in the area of health law. 
 

The Zelda K. Herrmann Memorial Cup Award                                                                                Livia Marie Billen 
Awarded to a female graduate who has demonstrated excellence in scholarship, significant traits of leadership, and is 
deemed most likely to make a substantial contribution pro bono publico. 
 

International Academy of Trial Lawyers Award                                                                      Aysha Michelle Hackett 
Awarded to a graduating student who demonstrates excellence in trial advocacy by high achievement in trial practice, 
evidence, and pleading and procedure courses. 

                           Alyssa Taylor Atkisson McKeever 
Russell R. Levin Memorial Award                                                                               Heather Marie Fithian 

Awarded annually to a Law Review member whose work, dedication, attitude and guidance have been of such a high 
quality and have so contributed to the advancement of the Delaware Journal of Corporate Law as to merit special 
recognition and honor. 
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AWARDS 
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                                                                                                                                                          Day: Benjamin Wayne Byerly 
George B. Lindsay Foundation Award                                        Evening: Sarah A. Plasse 

Presented to a graduating regular division and a graduating extended division student for significant achievement in legal 
research and writing. 
 

The Thomas P. Lomax and Nicholas Theodore Memorial Award                                                        Alexander W. Howard      
       Awarded to a student demonstrating extraordinary commitment to public service by performing the most pro bono work. 
 
The Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association 
James J. Manderino Award for Trial Advocacy                                                       Alexandria Marie Bisch 

Established in 1980 to encourage proficiency in trial advocacy, this award is given to a graduating student who has 
demonstrated outstanding achievement in trial advocacy. 

 
Moot Court Outstanding Executive Board Member                                                                                Livia Marie Billen 

Awarded annually by the Moot Court Honor Society to an outstanding executive board member for distinguished service 
and contributions made to the Society. 

 
Outstanding Faculty Award                                                                  (recipient to be announced during ceremony) 

Presented to a member of the faculty who, in the opinion of the graduating class, deserves special recognition for 
exceptional teaching ability, the highest caliber of professionalism and extraordinary dedication to the students of 
Delaware Law School. 

 
Outstanding Service Awards 

Awarded to those students of the graduating class who have been actively involved in the Widener community above and 
beyond their peers and have been of outstanding service to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

President’s Award                                                                                                           Issaac Wilson Santiago (2023) 
Awarded to a student in either the second-year regular division or third-year extended division who has demonstrated high 
scholastic achievement and who, in the opinion of the president of Widener University, possesses a high potential for 
meaningful future contributions to the law school, the community, and the profession. 

 
The William Prickett Jr. Corporate Law Award                                                              Nicholas Giuseppe Borelli                                   

Awarded to a member of the graduating class planning to sit for the Delaware Bar Exam, for outstanding            
achievement in corporate law. 

 
The Alexander V. Sarcione Jr. Memorial Award                                                                                           Samuel J. Conrad 

Awarded annually to the graduating law school students displaying the greatest aptitude for the area of criminal law. 
 
The Dean Arthur A. Weeks Outstanding Service Award                                       Nkemakunam L. Obata 

Awarded to a graduating student who, in the opinion of the Student Bar Association Executive Committee, has 
demonstrated outstanding and exemplary service, dedication and support to the Student Bar Association of the Widener 
University Delaware Law School. 

 
The E. John Wherry Jr. Award                                                                                       Alexandria Marie Bisch  

Awarded to the graduating student who has demonstrated a commitment to public service practice, either criminal or civil, 
and who has best demonstrated a commitment to trial advocacy.  

                                                                                                                                                                                
The William J. and Ella C. Wolf Award in Real Property Law                                      Brianna Nicole Valentina Turner 

Awarded annually to a graduating extended division or regular division student who has demonstrated excellence in real 
property law or real estate development. 

 
. 

Yanelle Minique Boayue 
Tarriya J. Carter 
Claritza L. Cruz 

Heather Marie Fithian 
Natalie Sarah Graber 
Kiera Chanel Gwynn 

 
 

Aysha Michelle Hackett 
Sarah Mareka Kane 

John P. Kelly 
Giulia Leonardo Lino Lima 

Alyssa Taylor Atkisson McKeever 
Nkemakunam L. Obata 

 
 

Ronald P. Oddo 
Lauren E. Preski 

A. Dalton Spitznogle 
Brianna Nicole Valentina Turner 

Jordan White 
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LAW REVIEWS 

DELAWARE JOURNAL OF CORPORATE LAW 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 

WIDENER LAW REVIEW 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 

 

Allison M. Clay 
Internal Managing Editor 

 

Nicholas Giuseppe Borelli 
Manuscript Editor 

 

Nicole M. Fitzpatrick 
Peter W. Ford 

Jacob R. Goldstein 
Articles Editors 

 

 
Jazmine Brianna King 

Bluebook Editor 
 

Asher E. Lovitz 
Web Editor 

 

Giulia Leonardo Lino Lima 
Pro Bono Chair 

 

 
 

 
Alyssa Taylor Atkisson McKeever 

External Managing Editor 
 

Nkemakunam L. Obata 
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Editor 

 

Stephanie Anne White 
Senior Staff Editor 

 
 

Katherine Amanda Bierly 
Andrew A. Brown 

Tahmina Chowdhury 
Samuel J. Conrad 
Shaun C. Cristol 

Ashley Catherine Curran 
Colin P. Dean 

Sarah E. Gawrysiak 
Alyssa A. Jones 

Alexander C. Landolfi 

Kamia Moiae McDaniels 

Tarik Dawud Paul 

Danielle Maia Peyton 

Bryanna Yvonne Smith 

Ronald P. Oddo 
Editor-in-Chief   

 
Stephen E. Sosnowicz 

External Managing Editor 
 

Daniella Marie Vincent 
Internal Managing Editor 

 

 
Matthew R. Gade 
Sarah A. Plasse 
Bluebook Editors 

 

 
Jillian Marie Seay 

Research Editors 
 

Katherine S. Bole 
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 

Editor 

 
Christian Joseph Basso 

Jordan White 
Articles Editors  

 

 
Alexa Hill 

Digital Media Editor 
 

Benjamin Wayne Byerly 
Blog Editor 

 

 
Joy Eanes 

Brianna Nicole Valentina Turner 
Associate Editors 

 

Heather Marie Fithian 
Editor-in-Chief   

STAFF WRITERS 

Ryan R. Borowski 
Tarriya J. Carter 

Kiera Chanel Gwynn 
Matias Leite 

Emily Ann Luiken 
 

Samuel J. Morgan 
Hannah Marie Schweizer 

Rachel M. Sorokin 
Fanta M. Touré 

Carly Anne Wasko 

 STAFF 
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HONOR SOCIETIES 

MOOT COURT HONOR SOCIETY 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MEMBERS 

Livia Marie Billen 
Chair, Interscholastic Competitions 

Sarah Mareka Kane 
Chair, Training & Recruitment 

 

Stephanie Louise Roseman 
Chair, DiBona Competition 

Kelly Bachich Sheehan 
Chair, Distinguished Jurist Competition 

Jordan White 
Chair, New Member Competition 

Grant Allison 
Daniel H. Ayres 
Peter W. Ford 

Alyssa S. Gradisek 
Sarah M. Hirst 

Bridget Moria Lynch 
Robert C. Markofski 

Brianna Nicole Valentina Turner 
Jessica R. Varallo 

 

 
 

ORDER OF THE BARRISTER 

The Order of Barristers is a national honorary organization whose purpose is the encouragement of oral advocacy and brief 
writing skills through effective law school appellate advocacy programs. The Order recognizes, on a national basis, graduating 
law students who have excelled in moot court activities in their respective law schools. 

Daniel H. Ayres 
Livia Marie Billen 
Alyssa S. Gradisek 

Sarah M. Hirst 
Sarah Mareka Kane 

John P. Kelly 
Bridget Moira Lynch 
Robert C. Markofski 

Stephanie Louise Roseman 
 

Kelly Bachinch Sheehan 
Brianna Nicole Valentina Turner 

Jessica R. Varallo 
Jordan White 

. 

John P. Kelly 
President 

TRANSACTIONAL LAW HONOR SOCIETY 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Sarah E. Gawrysiak 
Nkemakunam L. Obata 

Co-Managers of Internal Affairs 

Alyssa Taylor Atkisson McKeever 
Manager Counsel of External Affairs 

 

Livia Marie Billen 
Secretary 

MEMBERS 

Daniel H. Ayres 
Ryan R. Borowski 

Tarriya J. Carter 
Imani Decuir 

Nathaniel Cole Griesbaum 
 
 
 
 
 

Samuel J. Morgan 
Danielle Maia Peyton 

Namra Sandhu 
Rachel M. Sorokin 

 

Kiera Chanel Gwynn 
President 
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WIDENER UNIVERSITY  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2023-2024 

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 

Paul S. Beideman ’79, ’14H 

Chair 

Chairman & CEO Associated Banc-Corp (retired) 

James J. Mack III ’85 

Vice Chair 

Partner: Eisner Advisory Group (retired) 

Cynthia H. Sarnoski ʼ74 

Vice Chair 

Senior Vice President, 

Global Compliance & Quality Systems, 

Pfizer Pharmaceuticals (retired) 

Eugene D. McGurk Jr., Esq., ’78L 

Secretary 

Attorney at Law, Raynes & Lawn  

Nancy G. Hesse ʼ80 
Treasurer 
Healthcare Executive & Chief Nursing Officer 

John H. Tilelli Jr. ʼ63, ʼ96H 
Past Chair 
General, U.S. Army (retired), 
Chairman Emeritus, Cypress International, Inc. 

Stacey M. Robertson 

President, Widener University 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Domenic Colasante ’10 
CEO & Co-Founder, 2X                                                                             
 
Maritza Garcia ‘26 
Student Trustee 

Dexter Hamilton ’83 

Member, Cozen O’Connor 

James J. Hargadon ’75 

Retired Executive Vice President & CFO,      
Oki Data Americas, Inc. 
 
J. Matthew Hartley 
Deputy Dean & Professor, University of Pennsylvania 
 

James W. Hirschmann III ’82 

President & CEO, Western Asset Management Company 

 

 

 

 

 

Antoinette Leatherberry 

Retired Principal, Deloitte & Touche, LLP 
 
Christian Nascimento ʼ97 

Vice President of Product Management, Comcast Business 

Miguel O. Peña ’99, ’14 

President & CEO, Tenex Technologies, LLC 

Iraklis Prokopakis 

Vice President of the Board, 

Danaos Corporation 

Catherine Pulos ’84 

Executive Vice President & Chief Operations Officer, 

Wawa, Inc. (retired) 
 
Louis Rodriguez Jr. ’91  

President & Founder, Rodriguez Consulting, LLC 
 
Timothy Speiss ‘83, ‘89 

Partner, Eisner Advisory Group 

Min S. Suh, Esq., ’95L 

Partner, Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel, LLP 

Richard L. P. Tan ’09H 

Founder & President, Pacific Millennium Group 

Douglas M. Wolfberg, Esq., ’96L 

Founding Member, Page, Wolfberg & Wirth, LLC 

 

HONORARY TRUSTEES 
 

Thomas H. Bown II ’67  

Michael G. DeFino, Esq., ’75  

Ira Harkavy 

Jack Schmutz, Esq.  

Ronald S. Stead  

Vito R. Verni ’61 

Karol M. Wasylyshyn ’82  

Stephen M. Wynne ’77, ’08H  

Peter B. Zacharkiw ’72, ’77 
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WIDENER UNIVERSITY DELAWARE LAW SCHOOL 
BOARD OF ADVISORS 2023-2024 

Eugene D. McGurk Jr., Esq. ’78 
Chair 
Philadelphia, PA 

The Honorable Meghan A. Adams, Esq. ‘07 
Wilmington, DE 

Renae B. Axelrod Hammer, Esq. ’91 
Ex Officio Advisor 
Philadelphia, PA 

Steven P. Barsamian, Esq. ’75 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Ronald A. (Chip) Brown, Jr., Esq. ‘90 
Wilmington, DE 

John T. Carroll III, Esq. ’81 
Wilmington, DE 
 
Dean Todd J. Clark, Esq. 
Ex Officio Advisor 
Wilmington, DE  

Bonnie E. Copeland, Esq. ’09 
Wilmington, DE 

Michael G. DeFino, Esq. ’75 
Honorary Advisor 
Newtown Square, PA 

Richard K. Herrmann, Esq. 
Williamsburg, VA 

Robert A. Honecker Jr., Esq. ’81 
Ocean, NJ        

Nicolas E. Jenner, Esq. ’18 
Wilmington, DE        

                 
George W. Kern V, Esq. ’96 
Wilmington, DE 

Joan T. Kluger, Esq. ‘92 
Wilmington, DE 

 
 
 

Cecilia M. McCormick, Esq. ‘91 
Ocean City, NJ 

Kathleen W. McNicholas, MD, JD ’06, LLM ’10 
Rockland, DE 

George K. Miller Jr., Esq. ’81 
Atlantic City, NJ 

The Honorable Paul P. Panepinto ’76 
Philadelphia, PA 

The Honorable Scott W. Reid ’02 
Philadelphia, PA 

President Stacey M. Robertson, PhD 
Ex Officio Advisor 
Chester, PA 
 
Andrew L. Schaeffer, Esq. ‘87 
Pottstown, PA 

John F. Schmutz, Esq. 
Wilmington, DE 

Edward Seglias, Esq. ‘88 
Wilmington, DE 

Bernard W. Smalley Sr., Esq. ’80 
Philadelphia, PA 

The Honorable Lee A. Solomon ’78 
Cherry Hill, NJ 

Craig A. Styer, Esq. ’90 
Exton, PA 

The Honorable Gary F. Traynor ‘82 
Georgetown, DE  

John A. Wetzel, Esq. ’75 
West Chester, PA 
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DELAWARE LAW SCHOOL FULL TIME FACULTY 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2023-2024 

WIDENER UNIVERSITY  
DELAWARE LAW SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 

Stacey Robertson, PhD 
President  

Andrew Workman, PhD 
Provost 

Linda Kiraly Gilbert, MBA 
Vice President for Administration and Finance 

Eric Behrens, MA                                                                                    
Vice President for Library and Information Services 

Kathryn Herschede, EdD                                                                         
Vice President for Strategic Initiatives & Chief of Staff 

Joseph Howard, MS 
Vice President for Enrollment 
 
Terry Travis, MA 
Vice President for University Advancement 

Todd Clark, JD                                                               
Dean and Professor of Law 

Alicia Kelly, LLM 
Vice Dean: Co-Director, Family Health Law and Policy 
Institute; Distinguished Professor  

Alice Eakin, JD 
Associate Dean for Student Academic Affairs; Co-Director, 
Academic Success Program; Associate Professor 

Bethany Jennings, JD 
Director, Legal Information Center                                       
Associate Professor of Law 

 

Larry D. Barnett, Esq., BA, MS, PhD, JD 
Emeritus Professor 

Maryann Brown, Esq., BA, JD, LLM 
Associate Professor; Co-Director, Academic Success 
Program 

Francis J. Catania Jr., Esq., BA, MA, JD 
Associate Professor; Director of Experiential Education; 
Director of Judicial & Public Interest Externship Programs 

Ann E. Conaway, Esq., AB, MA, JD 
Emerita Professor 

Dana Harrington Conner, Esq., BA, JD 
Associate Dean for Experiential Leanings; Professor;        
Co-Director, Family Health Law and Policy Institute 

John G. Culhane, Esq., BA, JD 
Assoicate Dean for Faculty Development; Professor;              
Co-Director, Family Health Law and Policy Institute 

Erin Daly, Esq., BA, JD 
Professor; Co-Founder, Dignity Rights Project 

Alice E. Eakin, Esq., BA, JD 
Associate Dean for Student Academic Affairs; Co-Director, 
Academic Success Program; Associate Professor 

Jean Macchiaroli Eggen, Esq., AB, MA, JD 
Distinguished Emerita Professor  

Iva Johnson Ferrell, Esq., BA, MBA, JD 
Associate Professor  

Stephen E. Friedman, Esq., BA, JD 
Professor 

Alan E. Garfield, Esq., BA, JD 
Distinguished Professor 

Michael J. Goldberg, Esq., AB, JD, LLM 
Emeritus Professor  

Susan L. Goldberg, Esq., BA, JD, LLM 
Associate Professor 

Bruce Grohsgal, Esq., BA, JD  
Helen S. Balick Professor in Business Bankruptcy Law 

Rosemarie Griesmer, Esq., BA, JD 
Associate Professor; Director, Pennsylvania Criminal 
Defense Law Clinic 
 
Russell A. Hakes, Esq., BS, MS, JD 
Emeritus Professor 

Lawrence A. Hamermesh, Esq., BA, JD 
Emeritus Professor 

Robert L. Hayman Jr., Esq., BA, JD, LLM 
Emeritus Professor 

Richard K. Herrmann, Esq., BS, JD 
Visiting Professor of Law (part-time) and Director, Center 
for Law Practice Technology 

Sara S. Hildebrand, Esq., BSBA, JD, LLM 
Assistant Professor 
 
Louise L. Hill, Esq., BA, MEd, JD 
Distinguished Emerita Professor  

David R. Hodas, Esq., BA, JD, LLM 
Distinguished Emeritus Professor  

Leslie A. Johnson, Esq., BS, MS, JD 
Associate Professor  

Patrick J. Johnston, Esq., AB, JD 
Emeritus Professor  

Alicia B. Kelly, Esq., BA, JD, LLM 
Vice Dean; Co-Director, Family Health Law and Policy 
Institute; Distinguished Professor  

J. Patrick Kelly, Esq., BA, JD 
Emeritus Professor  

Catherine Zwolak Kilian, Esq., BA, JD 
Assistant Professor; Supervising Attorney, Delaware Civil 
Law Clinic; Director, Public Interest Resource Center 
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Susan A. King, Esq., AB, MLS, JD 
Associate Professor 

Martin A. Kotler, Esq., BA, JD, LLM, JSD 
Emeritus Professor 

Kenneth T. Kristl, Esq., BA, JD 
Professor; Director, Environmental Law Clinic 

Mary Ellen Maatman, Esq., BA, JD 
Professor 

James R. May, Esq., BSME, JD, LLM 
Professor; Founder, Global Environmental Rights Institute; 
Co-Founder, Dignity Rights Project  

Nyla E. Millar, Esq., BS, JD 
Assistant Professor 

Jennifer R. Morrell, Esq., BA, JD 
Assistant Professor; Director, Veterans Law Clinic 
 
H. Geoffrey Moulton Jr., Esq., BA, JD 
Emeritus Professor 

John F. Nivala, Esq., BA, JD, LLM 
Emeritus Professor  

Laura K. Ray, Esq., AB, MPhil., PhD, JD 
Emerita Professor  

Thomas J. Reed, Esq., BA, JD 
Emeritus Professor 

 
 

Paul L. Regan, Esq., BS, JD 
Associate Professor 

Judith L. Ritter, Esq., BA, JD 
Distinguished Professor; Director of the Taishoff Advocacy, 
Technology and Public Service Institute  

Jean K. Sbarge, Esq., BS, JD 
Associate Professor 

Luke M. Scheuer, Esq., BA, MA, JD 
Professor  

Leonard N. Sosnov, Esq., BA, JD 
Emeritus Professor 

Jennifer E. Sturiale, Esq., BA, JD, LLM 
Assistant Professor 
 
Gigi Tewari, Esq., BA, JD, MFA 
Assistant Professor; H. Albert Young Fellow in 
Constitutional Law 
 
Keeshea Turner Roberts, Esq., BA, JD 
Assistant Professor 
 
Serena M. Williams, Esq., AB, JD, LLM 
Professor  

John D. Wladis, Esq., AB, JD  
Emeritus Professor 

Faculty members wearing red cords have completed at least 30 hours of pro bono service during the current 
academic year.  Pro bono service is uncompensated work that may include representing indigent clients, 
serving on public interest boards of directors, and participating in community education projects. 



18 

DELAWARE LAW SCHOOL ADJUNCT FACULTY 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2023-2024 

 
Christopher L. Baxter, Esq. 
Brett E. Bendistis, Esq. 
The Honorable Danielle Brennan 
Matthew C. Buckworth, Esq. 
Rae S. Campagnola, Esq. 
Richard Cross, Esq. 
Robert H. Czepiel, Esq. 
Patricia Dailey Lewis, Esq. 
The Honorable Eric Davis 
Jon Paul DeMarco, Esq. 
Periann Doko, Esq. 
Thomas W. Dolgenos, Esq. 
Joseph D. Farris III, Esq. 
Andrew B. Finkelstein, Esq. 
Cary L. Flitter, Esq. 
Ross Flockerzie, Esq. 
Brooke L. Girley, Esq. 
Daniel K. Glessner, Esq. 
Eileen Grena Piretti, Esq. 
Susan C. Hadley 
Shannon J. Hamlin, Esq. 
Joseph C. Handlon. Esq. 
Robert L. Hayman, Jr., Esq. 
W. Bruce Hemphill, Esq. 
Louise Lark Hill, Esq. 
Eliza M. Hirst, Esq. 
Steven W. Hoffman, Esq. 
Janine Howard-O’Rangers, Esq. 
Laura E. Jacobus, Esq. 
The Honorable Francis M. Jones 
Karin L. Judge, Esq. 
The Honorable Jan R. Jurden 
The Honorable Felice G. Kerr 
Christopher R. King, Esq. 
Steven R. Koense, Esq. 
Barry N. Kramer, Esq. 
Amanda Krasinski-Konyk, Esq. 
Mark D. Kuller, Esq. 
Michael S. Lofts, Esq. 
Edmund B. Luce, Esq. 
 

 

 

 

 

                        
Elisa C. Lacianca, Esq. 
Howard Levinson, Esq. 
Eliane Markus, Esq. 
Doretta M. McGinnis, Esq. 
Edward J. McNally, Esq. 
R. Stephen McNeill, Esq. 
The Honorable Francis E. Mieczkowski 
David B. Miller, Esq. 
Lisa A. Minutola, Esq. 
Scott J. Mitnick, Esq. 
The Honorable Selena Molina 
Ryan P. Newell, Esq. 
Jennifer R. Noel, Esq. 
Margaret O’Neill, Esq. 
The Honorable George Winthrop Overton 
Marlo A. Pagano, Esq. 
Ciro Poppiti III, Esq. 
Rebecca Ramirez, Esq. 
Stephen P. Rhoades, Esq. 
Steven Rosen, Esq. 
Amy M. Rottura, Esq. 
Brian G. Santo, Esq. 
Yvonne T. Saville, Esq. 
John E. Savoth, Esq. 
Theresa Sedivec, Esq. 
Nathan M. Schenker, Esq. 
Misty A. Seemans, Esq. 
Kristina M. Stielau, Esq. 
Gerald F. Strachan, Esq. 
Jack Stucker, Esq. 
Eileen Riley Sutton, Esq. 
Andrea B. Tinianow, Esq. 
The Honorable Gary F. Traynor 
Claudia S. Trupp, Esq. 
Aleksandra Tucker, Esq. 
Maribel Valentin, Esq. 
Robert J. Valihura, Esq. 
Kathleen M. Vavala, Esq. 
The Honorable Paul R. Wallace 
Dawn M. Williams, Esq. 

COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE 

Tamara L. Graham, Chair 
Alice E. Eakin, Esq. 

John D. Kitchen 
Gilbert W. Landau 

Michelle C. Lugg, Esq. 
 

Carol A.F. Perrupato 
Constance M. Sweeney 

Allison Taddei 
David S. Vallée 



SALEM COUNTY BRASS SOCIETY 

The Salem County Brass Society is a non-profit musical organization dedicated to bringing quality brass music to 

the citizens of South Jersey, specifically Salem County.  As a large ensemble, the Salem County Brass Society has 

existed since the spring of 1974. 

Since then, the Brass Society has been playing regularly at many area churches and is in great demand, scheduling 

their performances several months in advance.  In addition to playing in churches, the Brass Society plays for 

many civic and social functions during the year, including graduation ceremonies at Widener University Delaware 

Law School, Salem Community College, and is in great demand to play wedding ceremonies.  The highlight of 

the playing year is the annual Spring Scholarship Concern, which began in 1976.  The Spring Scholarship Concert 

features noted guest artists from around the region. 

Each year the Brass Society presents a $200 savings bond and certificate to an outstanding graduating brass player 

at each of the five Salem County high schools.  In 1986, the Brass Society began awarding a $1,000 scholarship to 

a Salem County music student entering college to study music in any discipline.  That scholarship has grown to 

$2,000 and will no doubt increase again in the future, as support for the scholarship fund continues. 

The Brass Society makes no solicitation of funds for playing at regular morning worship services, but welcomes 

any donations to the organization to cover operating expenses.  Fees are charged for civic programs, evening con-

certs, weddings and other special events.   

The playing season for the Salem County Brass Society extends from September through June.  Inquiries should 

be addressed to the Salem County Brass Society, c/o Scott West, 313 Lynn Avenue, Wenonah, NJ 08090, or by 

calling (856) 468-7134.  We can also be reached by email at: SalemCountyBrassSociety@comcast.net. 







 

 


